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INSTITUTIONAL REPOSITORIES 
INTRODUCTION 
In India, there are a number of internationally reputed institutions, which 
are producing a good number of research documents that are expanding 
the frontier of knowledge and scope of technological innovation. The 
recent phenomenon of outsourcing of scientific research, applications 
development as well as business-intelligence-related research to India has 
generated a good deal of enthusiasm in advanced studies. Recently some 
internationally famous journals published cover stories on Indian 
scientific and technological research. The success and achievements of 
these institutions can give rise to promising research environment in India 
that may attract sponsored or collaborative research in all disciplines of 
study. These institutions essentially use modem information and 
communication technologies for information management and 
dissemination. Other than the research activities, these institutions also 
produce intellectually mature graduates and scholars in some disciplines. 
Other areas of studies in India are also getting international attention 
proportionately. Some of the institutions provide access to their research 
documents and learning materials initially to the Indian scholars in other 
institutions as well as external scholars in institutions across the globe. 
The sharing of knowledge may lead to further development in the same 
discipline or related disciplines. Institutional repository, which may be 
called an extension of digital library, is now becoming a platform for the 
sharing of knowledge. 
In a general sense, an "institutional repository" can mean many things a 
library, an archive, a museum, or even a warehouse that stores for use and 
safekeeping an organization's records or artifacts falls under the broad 
definition of institutional repository. In recent years, however an IR has 
taken on a more specific, but still evolving meaning that refers to the 
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storage and preservation of an organization's digital information or 
knowledge assets. 
It is a set of services offered by a university to its community members 
for the stewardship of scholarly publication generated by the faculty, 
staff, and research scholars by preserving it for long term. Since the 
resources are generated digitally and electronically it is very easy to build 
a collection of any specific subject discipline or any targeted user group. 
It has dual role so far its functions concerned. It may be self generated 
knowledge-base by the university itself on one hand, on other hand it may 
be the substitute model for the publication channel. With the coalition of 
these efforts at different demographic strata, it impacts very powerfully to 
the scholarly world. 
An Institutional Repository consists of formally organized and managed 
collections of digital content generated by faculty, staff and students at an 
institution. This is the collective intellectual output of an institution, 
recorded in a form that can be preserved and exploited. There are the 
result of the vision to collect, secure and provide access to scholarly 
publication in a novel, digital way, mostly initiated by the institutional 
library. Institutional repositories are spreading, as they have become a 
dispensable component for information and knowledge sharing in the 
scholarly world. 
Institutional Repository may be defined as information systems capable 
of capturing, preserving and providing access to the intellectual output 
produced by the members of an institution. Within the specific context of 
academia, an Insfitutional Repository may contribute to the increase of 
the institution prestige and nourish the idea of an "Institutional 
Repository" because it manages and preserves relevant informational 
items that otherwise would remain scattered, unattended or unaccessible. 
Institutional Repository provides tools that help faculty students and 
researchers to disseminate the Institutional Repository work to audiences 
outside the institution. Institutional Repository may serve as a 
complement to traditional forms of publication or as an alternate. 
Institutional Repository enable information seekers to find faculty and 
student work more easily by organizing and indexing it, making it more 
visible to colleagues, fund providers and employers. 
The main purpose of Institutional Repository is to bring together and 
preserves the intellectual output of a laboratory, department, university or 
any other entity, the incentives and commitments to change the process of 
scholarly communication have also begun serving as strong motivators. 
DEFINITIONS OF INSTITUTIONAL REPOSITORIES 
According to Lynch (2003) "a university based Institutional Repository 
is a set of services that a university offers to the members of its 
community for the management and dissemination of digital materials 
created by the institution and its community members" 
Foster and Gibbons (2004) defined Institutional Repository as, "an 
electronic system that captures preserves and provides access to the 
digital work products of a community. 
Raym Crow (2004) defined as Institutional Repository as a "Digital 
Archive of intellectual product created by the faculty, research staff, and 
students of an institution and accessible to end users both within and 
outside the institution, with few, if any barrier to access. The content is 
institutionally defined, scholarly, cumulafive and perpetual, open and 
interoperable. 
Chang (2003) defines an Institufional Repository as a new method for 
capturing, collecting, managing, disseminating and preserving scholarly 
works created in digital form by the constituent members of an 
institution. For the present study, the term 'digital Hbraries and 
repositories' include digital collection, digital archives developed using 
digital library and Institutional Repository software packages. 
GENESIS OF INSTITUTIONAL REPOSITORIES 
Repositories have existed ever since human begin collecting and storing 
important information and artifacts for safekeeping and long term use. 
The long and rich history of libraries, museum and archives provides the 
foundation for any type of repository program, but two contemporary 
developments in particular have helped shape the nature of today's 
institutional repositories. 
(a) The emerging knowledge management movement. 
(b) The maturing, but still rapidly advancing technology of content or 
asset management in the digital information management. 
(a) Knowledge Management Movement 
In 1988, Peter Drucker published an influential paper entitled " The 
coming of the new organization" in the Harward business review. In this 
paper, Drucker argued that for the modem Organization, knowledge had 
become its most important asset, and that these organizations best able to 
manage and exploit their corporate knowledge assets would be the most 
successful in the marketplace. Drucker did not explain in any detail what 
he meant by "knowledge" but he was clear that knowledge manifest itself 
in many forms in the organization, ranging from patents and trade secrets, 
to operational routines, to expertise inside the heads of employees. 
Subsequent books, articles and conferences by researcher in the 
multidisciplinary fields of information science and business management 
have elaborated on Drucker's ideas about the importance of knowledge 
management in the organization. These researchers have pursued the 
meaning and implication of knowledge as it is differentiated from data 
and information, and they have developed models, conceptual structures, 
and best practices for managing knowledge in the modem organization. 
Repositories, and that is the commonly used in the knowledge 
management field, play an important and supporting role in knowledge 
management system. Davenport and Prusak in their book "Working 
knowledge: How organization manage what they know, list "knowledge 
repositories" first in their review of knowledge management projects in 
practice. They claim to have come across three basic types of knowledge 
repositories. 
1. External knowledge repositories (example: competitive intelligence.); 
2. Structured internal knowledge repositories (example: research reports, 
production oriented marketing materials and methods.) 
3. Informal internal knowledge repositories (example: discussion 
database.) 
The knowledge management movement of the 1990s influenced the 
development of IR in a number of significant ways in addition to 
establishing the nomenclature management consultants and senior 
administrators endorsed the movement's emphasis on the competitive 
value to an organization of paying attention to its knowledge assets. And 
the movement's broad view of knowledge as diverse and dynamic made 
the identification, capture and management of knowledge assets much 
more complex and challenging. Books, articles and any other type of 
published documents were viewed as only one obvious manifestation in a 
wide range of explicit and tacit knowledge assists that need to be 
managed in an organization. 
(b) Maturing digital assets management (DAM) technology:-
By the year 2000, several broad technological developments in the digital 
information system were also pushing individuals and their organization 
towards the creation of IR. First it was becoming easier for individuals or 
small groups to create and to disseminate digital assets through the use of 
microcomputer, desktop tools and computer networking. At a university, 
for instance, it would not be common by 2000 to find faculty members or 
small disciplinary centres around campus creating digital text documents, 
digital multimedia, websites, or online courses. 
While the highly decentralized and distributed nature of microcomputer 
desktop publishing was empowering to the individual, it presented some 
managerial or stewardship challenges for organizations interested in 
coordinating, sharing and preserving its units or employees digital assets. 
Some of the most important new developments in the technology of 
digital content management include: 
1. The open archival information system (OAIS) model developed by an 
international group of information technology organizations 
spearheaded by NASA's consultative committee for space data 
systems, which offers a comprehensive logical model describing all 
the functions requirements in a digital repository. 
2. The open archival initiative from the library and scientific community 
which has developed an open archive metadata harvesting protocol 
(OAI-PMH) that defines a mechanism for harvesting XML-formatted 
metadata from repositories. 
3. A metadata encoding and transmission standard (METS) developed 
under the sponsorship of the digital library federation, which provides 
a schema for encoding descriptive, administrative and structured 
metadata in a digital repository or library. 
4. Shareable courseware object reference model (SCRORM) developed 
by the federal government agency advanced distributed learning to 
provide guidance for the preparation and storage of digital educational 
material so that such material is "reusable, educational, interoperable 
and durable." 
5. Publishing requirements for industry standard metadata (PRISM), a 
schema under development by the publishing industry to create a 
common language for the metadata that describes published digital 
assets. 
6. Open source and proprietary software such as Dspace, ePrints, Fedora, 
Documentum, contentdm, IBM's content management and Arstesia 
Teams that offer technical infrastructure options for implementing all or 
part of an IR. 
GENESIS OF ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONAL REPOSITORIES 
Disappointment and inability created by the closed access to scholarly 
literature and the anomalies in journal publishing paradigm in the areas of 
pricing, access, copyright and host of other monopolies paved the way for 
open access initiatives. The core essence of open access initiatives is to 
make research articles in all academic fields freely available on the 
internet among these initiatives are the working models of open access 
journals and institutional repositories. These initiatives were directed to 
rescue the obliterated research world with the sole aim to provide a 
complimentary role by reforming the current scholarly communication 
impasse and to re-assert control over scholarship by the academia and to 
provide increased and uniform visibility of its researchers. While the 
open access journal models were experimented in the publisher and 
organizational level, institutional repositories were experimented by the 
educational institutions and the universities. Universities with its 
numerous intellectual activities in its scientific and scholarly arena and 
the most affected party in the closed and profit oriented publishing 
scenario grabbed this opportunity to build the repositories and eventually 
succeeded in its endeavor. With the mandate to bring together and 
preserve the intellectual output of individual institutions many 
universities came forward to experiment this new flame. In these 
experiments, unlike the traditional expectations of resistance from the 
publishing monopolies, the strong resistance came from within the 
institution's faculties, mainly because of its inexperience with the open 
archiving and open access concepts and the further copyright 
commitments with the publishers. While the academia feared over the 
uncertainty of intellectual theft, the administrators feared the exposure of 
their institution's intellectual scarcity. With its initial resistance from the 
conservatives, slowly the academia learnt the benefits of Open Access 
and many came forward to publish their works in their institution's 
servers. This marked the significant success of the Institutional 
Repository model of scholarly publishing towards creating a world of free 
and open access scholarly society. 
CHANGING SCENARIO OF SCHOLARLY COMMUNICATION 
There are three models in scholarly communication which the world has 
generally accepted, viz., i) the traditional paper based journal publishing 
process which has a track record of over 300 years ii) E-publishing on 
commercial basis and iii) the Open Access mode of publishing. The 
developments in IT and internet have contributed considerably to shrink 
the supply chain of information and it is indeed a welcome change. For 
the information industry, the supply chain extends from the source of 
information to the point of usage. The traditional journals in paper format 
took 36-52 weeks for journals to publish. Surprisingly enough, in this 
total cycle time of 1 year the value addition (generation, review, 
correction and printing) takes place in not more than 2-3 weeks, 
indicating a huge wastage of time and money contributed mostly by non-
value adding links. In this context, the advent of the E-publishing has 
really been a boost to the scholarly publishing domain, bringing down the 
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publishing time frame to a remarkable 3-4 weeks. A noticeable departure 
from the traditional systems here is that the printing is delinked from the 
publishing process. It is important to note here that the much appreciated 
and respected scholarly value systems are not compromised even by a 
single degree in relation to quality checks in the new process. In fact it 
improves and strengthens them with its inherent advantages of being 
online with respect to processes and procedures. The third category is the 
growing sets of open access publishing and scholarly archive initiatives, 
which are the offshoots of the novel open access movement, catching up 
globally. Authors are now able to publish their findings at an 
astoundingly fast pace such as 10-15 minutes or even at a lesser time. The 
relative features and merits of the three systems are illustrated in the 
following figure below:-
TndHioral Model 
(S2Weeb) 
Fig 1-Traditional Mid U|Komin( Sdiobrly Communkation Modd 
IMPORTANCE OF INSTITUTIONAL REPOSITORIES 
Institutional repository is the marquee of an institution in the world, 
where institution displays its worthwhile research programmes, projects, 
and initiatives to the broad spectrum of audience in the world. An 
institution outreaches its findings that in turn encourage other institutions 
and organizations to collaborate and to share their knowledge, expertise 
and skills. Institutional repositories offer seamless access to documents 
and reflect past and present research interests of the institution as well as 
its future research goals. It makes the publications more usable by 
contemporary and future scholars as well as other professionals like 
policy makers and social workers. The pace of scholarly communication 
would be highly accelerated if the IR holds research papers, research 
reports, etc as soon they are made public. This also have publications in 
receiving more citations, since the research findings are quickly available 
to the fellow scholars. The IR can be used throughout the institution and 
collaborative institutions. Some institutional repositories in India are only 
providing access to metadata to the external communities who are 
accessing their repository through internet, whereas internal members 
who are accessing their repositories through intranet are getting full text 
information besides metadata. These restrictions exist due to various 
reasons involving copyright issues, bandwidth issues, permissions from 
the grant providing agencies (GPA's), and so on. In India there are 
number of research grant providing agencies. Sometimes some areas may 
overlap with each other. Using institutional repositories, the GPA's can 
evaluate the novelty of a research proposal and come to know whether 
any study has been already undertaken in a particular area or discipline. 
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OBJECTIVES 
Following are the objectives of an Institutional Repository:-
1. To create global visibility for an institutions scholarly research. 
2. To collect content in a single location. 
3. To provide access to institutional research output by self archiving it. 
4. To store and preserve others institution's digital assets. 
CHARACTERISTICS 
Gibbons identifies the five core features of an Institutional Repository :-
1. It is institutionally defined - unlike a subject repository; the 
Institutional Repository captures only the intellectual output of host 
institution. 
2. Content may be purely scholarly, or may comprise administrative, 
teaching and research materials, both published and unpublished. 
3. It is cumulative and perpetual. Once item are submitted they should not 
be withdrawn. This carries with it along term obligation on the host 
institution to preserve Institutional Repository content. 
4. It is open and interoperable- a primary goal of an Institutional 
Repository is to disseminate the institution's intellectual output. 
5. In collecting, storing and disseminating information it contributes to 
the process of scholarly communication. 
FUNCTIONS 
Gibbons list the six core functions of Institutional Repository :-
1. Material submission 
2. Metadata application 
3. Access control 
4. Discovery support 
5. Distribution 
6. Preservation 
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CONTENTS 
An Institutional Repository may contain a variety of material produced by 
the researchers of the institution like-
1. Pre print of articles or research reports submitted for publishing the 
text of journals articles accepted for publication. 
2. Revised text of published work with comments from academic readers. 
3. Conference papers. 
4. Teaching material. 
5. Student's projects. 
6. Doctoral thesis and dissertations 
7. Database resulting from research projects. 
8. Committee papers, administrative papers. 
9. Computer software work of art. 
10. Photographs and video recordings. 
BENEFITS 
The main primary advantages appear to include :-
(a) For users 
1. Expansion of the range of knowledge that can be shared. 
2. Opportunities to simplify and extend dissemination. 
(b) For institution 
1. Enabling of intellectual property rights to be exploited more effectively 
at institution level. 
2. Leverage of existing investment in information and content 
management systems. 
3. The highlighting of the quality of intellectual capital. 
(c) For all 
1. Opportunities of new forms of scholarly communication. 
2. Flexible way to develop existing scholarly communication. 
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DRAWBACKS 
Following are the drawbacks of IR:-
1. They affect the balance of institutional power as some departments 
proceed faster than the others. 
2. They rely on unproven methods for long term digital preservation. 
3. They may needs quick wins to sustain institutional support. 
4. Initial costs may be high as contributors perceive high risks and 
duplicate effort to reduce them. 
TECHNICAL ASPECTS OF AN INSTITUTIONAL REPOSITORY 
With regards to technical aspects of institutional repository development, 
specifically the software and hardware used to run repositories, there is a 
surfeit of information (McKay 2007).There is a tradition in the literature 
of repository managers publishing case studies of their institutional 
repository deployment (Barwick 2007, Bevan 2007) including technical 
requirements of software, hardware and support. The software user 
groups peer support through email lists and wikis (DSpace 2008, Eprints 
2008). 
The general consensus gleaned from the literature is that there are two 
key software platforms, DSpace, and Eprints, and several other lesser-
used platforms. Discrimination between the two key platforms tends to be 
on grounds of preference or existing technical abilities (University of 
Bath 2008). In addition there are organisations that provide a managed 
solution based on the open source software for a fee, for example Open 
Repository (Open Repository 2008), and Digital Commons (Berkley 
Electronic Press 2008) which can also offer additional related services, 
for example faculty liaison materials to encourage deposit. These 
managed services remove or minimise the need for in-house technical 
expertise when deploying a new institutional repository. This in effect 
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means that the technical aspects of institutional repository development 
and deployment that dominated the experiences presented in the early 
literature have now been essentially sidelined, and creating a new 
repository is, from a technical point of view, reasonably straightforward. 
This increased ease of implementation is reflected particularly in newer 
studies looking at institutional repository 'ecology' or "the interactions 
between repositories and other systems, processes, and people" 
(Robertson 2008), which is reflected in the focus of this investigation. 
However, it is worth noting that institutional repositories are regarded as 
still in their infancy, both as a technology and a resource (Aschenbrenner 
2008), and so further changes of both the software and role of the 
repository is likely in the future, perhaps leading to further specialisation 
of repository functions and fracturing of the definitions of institutional 
repositories. Information regarding the evaluation of the performance of 
institutional repositories will therefore be necessar>' to ensure they are 
able to achieve the roles and targets set for them. 
SOFTWARE FOR ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONAL REPOSITORY 
There are many world renowned open source software used to create 
repositories are EPrints, DSpace, FEDORA, CDSware etc. They are 
issued either under GNU public license or the BSD license and can be 
downloaded from their own sites or open source software directories such 
as SourceForge. Each of the software has a host of features, unique 
facilities and excellent capabilities, which the users could explore and 
experiment. 
(a) Greenstone digital library software 
The New Zealand Digital library Project at the University of Waikato 
produces greenstone digital library software. This project is a research 
program aiming to develop the underlying technology for digital libraries 
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and make it available publicly so that other can use it to create their own 
collections. The main architects of the software are Roger McNab and 
Stefan Boddie. Greenstone is a suite of software for building and 
distributing the digital library collection. It organizes the collection 
digitally for publishing it on the internet or on CD-ROM. This software is 
developed and distributed in cooperation with UNESCO and the human 
info NGO. It is a open source software available from http://www. 
Greenstone.org under the term of the GNU General public license. 
(b) GNU E-Print Archiving software (Version 2.2.1) 
E-Print software is developed as a part of digital library project at 
University of Southampton, UK. It is available free under the term of 
GNU General public license. It runs under the Linux and creates online 
archive libraries of electronic prints. The default configuration creates a 
research paper archive, but could not be modified and use for other 
purpose. The document can be stored in any format and each individual 
research paper (e-print) can be stored in more than one format. The eprint 
can be submitted through powerful www-based interface.The data 
integrity checks are performed. 
(c) Dspace 
DSpace is a platform that allows you to capture items in any format - in 
text, video, audio, and data. It distributes it over the web. It indexes your 
work, so users can search and retrieve your items. It preserves your 
digital work over the long term. DSpace provides a way to manage your 
research materials and publications in a professionally maintained 
repository to give them greater visibility and accessibility over time. 
DSpace is typically used in an institutional repository. It has two main 
roles: 
• Facilitate the capture and ingest of materials, including metadata 
about the materials 
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• Facilitate easy access to the materials, both by listing and searching 
What are the benefits of using DSpace? 
• Getting your research results out quickly, to a worldwide audience 
• Reaching a worldwide audience through exposure to search 
engines such as Google 
• Storing reusable teaching materials that you can use with course 
management systems 
• Archiving and distributing material you would currently put on 
your personal website 
• Storing examples of students' projects (with the students' 
permission) 
• Showcasing students' theses (again with permission) 
• Keeping track of your own publications/bibliography 
• Having a persistent network identifier for your works, that never 
changes or breaks. 
• No more page charges for images. You can point to your images 
persistent identifiers in your published articles. 
EVALUATING INSTITUTIONAL REPOSITORIES 
Performance indicators are used to evaluate how well an organisation or 
project is meeting its expected targets. Ideally, standard performance 
indicators will be used across related organisations. However, in new 
areas of practice there may not be enough evidence to validate the use of 
a particular set of indicators or tools. This is certainly the case with 
institutional repositories (Kim and Kim 2006). This lack of common 
methodology for evaluation is reflected in institutional repository 
literature aimed at suggesting and evaluating methods of evaluation for 
Institutional repositories. In particular, Westell (2006) proposes a series 
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of qualitative measures designed to evaluate different areas of 
institutional repository implementation that have been based on Canadian 
institutional repositories. Fuhr (2007) note three kinds of evaluation; 
formative, carried out in parallel with development, summative, carried 
out after an initial release, and comparative, whereby systems and 
components are evaluated against each other. Although not implicit in 
many investigations, the literature relating to established institutional 
repositories is largely comparative. 
Thomas and MacDonald (2007) summarise a number of both qualitative 
and quantitative measures proposed in the literature, before outlining a 
framework of performance indicators for different institutional repository 
functions (i.e., inputs, outputs and impact). In particular, criticism is 
levelled at a 'bean-counter' outlook on evaluation, where quantitative 
evaluation methods are used without critique. Particularly, attention is 
drawn to Carr and Brody's (2007) investigation of a 'sustainable deposit' 
profile, confirming that in assessing performance indicators more 
attention is paid to authors/depositors than information seekers. In 
Thomas and MacDonald (2008), they go on to discuss the possible future 
evaluative measurements of institutional repositories, suggesting that 
usage and impact will be important evaluative factors. However, no 
suitable tools to achieve such an evaluation are presented. 
In particular, as part of the web they are tightly linked with search engine 
technologies. Markland (2006), which looks at how available institutional 
repository articles are via Google, and case studies such as Organ (2006), 
that states Google as being identified as the primary access and referral 
point for an institutional repository, re-enforce the importance of search 
engines to repositories, and emphasize that institutional repositories are a 
web-embedded technology. So we can see that search engines are 
important points of discovery for institutional repositories, and an 
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understanding of how search engines direct users to repositories is useful. 
In contrast, the email survey component of Zuccala (2006) reports the 
majority of respondents claimed to discover the institutional repository 
via colleagues, and a negligible number via search engines. This may 
point to a lack of institutional repository impact when users are being 
referred from a search engine. 
In summary, evaluation of institutional repositories is currently not 
standardised, and is generally comparative. It is recognised that 
repositories are exclusively accessed online, and so an examination of 
evaluation using internet relevant methodology is appropriate. 
CONSTRAINTS OF ACEDEMIC INSTITUTIONAL 
REPOSITORIES 
The Open Access Movement has a big challenge especially the 
publishing industry of journals under commercial sector challenging their 
sovereignty. The management support, availability of IR expertise, 
willingness of authors to participate are very important factors for the 
success and sustainability of IR. 
• Absence of a well defined institutional policy is a serious 
constraint for IR development in academic libraries. Uncertainty 
will exist about the norms to be adopted for inclusion of documents 
regarding the person depositing the document, the need for review 
and technical evaluation of the document, types of documents to be 
included and the level access control. 
• IR being a new development in academic libraries, there is serious 
lack of IR expertise especially in a developing country like India. 
Many institutions although serious to set up IR failed due to non-
availability of IR expertise from both library and IT staff. 
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• The management and the authors concerned about forms a serious 
bottleneck in building the content of an IR. Many institutions fail 
to allocate sufficient funds for IR. The basic necessities like IR 
infrastructure availability of expertise can not be fulfilled without 
adequate funds. 
• Another important constraint is apathy of authors towards time 
consuming and lengthy deposition procedure. 
• Ignorance of users in the absence of appropriate literacy program is 
another constraint with viz. one cannot expect any developments in 
IR. 
• In case of journals and conference proceedings usually copyright of 
a research publication lies with the publishers. The publisher's 
rigid attitude for allowing the published item in IR and the authors 
concerned in this matter is another constraint to be sorted out 
appropriately. 
• A good number of institutions in India although have set up the 
IRs, but made them available only on the LAN of their institute or 
on a single system due to various reasons like copyright problem 
from publishers or reservation of their management to throw open 
their publications. Apathy of Creators/authors for depositing 
content. 
• They affect the balance of institutional power as some departments 
proceed faster than others. 
• Diversity of content and the language used in the frill texts. 
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REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
Review of related literature is the key element of any research. As much 
of the material are scattered in textbooks, journals, articles, case studies 
written by Indian as well as foreign writers. Review of literature is done 
so that objectives and methodologies of the study can be taken into 
consideration. 
A review is a survey of primary literature in a specific field covering 
specific period. It cites and gives a brief review of related literature. It 
may be considered as a critical synthesis of the subject or its sub-
discipline. In other words, review of literature is a critical examination of 
information and literature on a particular topic or subject. It is often 
considered the highest level of intellectual reprocessing of information. A 
critical or evaluative review done by a specialist often highlights gaps in 
the research field and suggests new avenues for research. 
The review should be selected and organized in a selective manner, 
emphasizing on methodology and findings of the previous studies. 
Several articles and studies published regarding the institutional 
repositories, some new and relevant of them are given below: 
Branin (2011)' studied although IR is sfill evolving and taking on 
different manifestations in specific institutions, they can be defined in 
general as systems and service models designed to collect, organize, 
store, share and preserve an institution's digital information or knowledge 
assets worthy of such investments. This may, of course, sound very much 
like a library, and in many cases an institution's library should and is 
taking responsibility for developing and operating such a digital 
repository. But while the mission of an IR coincides with that of library, 
the technical infi-astructure and the types of material collected in such a 
repository present new challenges and intended responsibilities for the 
traditional library. 
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Ezema (2011)^ states the purpose of the paper was to explore the potential 
of open access institutional repositories (IR) in enhancing the global 
visibility and impact of Nigerian scholarly publication. It was a 
literature-based opinion paper which examines the problem of open 
access IR in Nigeria providing pragmatic suggestions that would address 
the challenges of making Nigerian scholarly publications accessible 
internationally. While the paper acknowledges several problems that 
impede the building of open access IR, it equally highlights some 
necessary requirements for the building of IR with a road map for the 
development of functional IR in Nigeria. The proliferation of universities 
and other higher institutions that are in one way or the other engaged in 
research activities suggests that Nigeria would have generated a lot of 
research to facilitate speedy development. Available evidence shows that 
in recent years scholarly publications in Nigeria lack viable means of 
global dissemination, which has reduced the global visibility of many 
publications from the country. The paper focuses on the current situation 
in scholarly publications in Nigeria and examines the need for building of 
institutional open access repositories and its influence in the 
dissemination of scholarly research from the country to the international 
scholarly community. The originality of the paper was purely the 
proposal for the building of IR in Nigeria which includes creation of 
awareness on IR, government sponsorship of IR, development of 
information and communication technology infrastructure, use of 
effective advocacy, submission of electronic theses and dissertations, and 
self-archiving mandate. The paper concludes that open access IR is the 
most viable means of ensuring the global visibility and impact of 
Nigerian scholarship. 
Loan (2011) described the main purpose of the present study is to 
identify open access e-book collections in selected digital archives related 
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to social sciences in general and greater Central Asia in particular. The 
selected digital archives, which were all rich in Central Asia collections, 
were searched using different keywords. The first 50 hits were retrieved 
to identify open access e-books and their bibliographical details were 
recorded to complete the study. The results reflect that a good collection 
of open access e-books is available on Central Asia, and some titles date 
back to the nineteenth century. The collection includes both "made 
digital" and "bom digital" items. The results further depict that most of 
these e-books were published in developed countries like the USA and 
the UK. These books mostly deal with political science (especially 
international relations), sociology and economics, and are mostly 
published by national and international organizations like the US 
Strategic Research Institute (SRI), Human Rights Watch (HRW), the 
World Bank (WB), and the World Health Organization (WHO). The 
study does not explore the whole worldwide web, but only selected 
digital archives that have rich Central Asia collections. The study is very 
helpful for Central Asian academic communities, worldwide scholars 
conducting research on Central Asia and library and information 
professionals serving the academic and research communities of the 
region. The study is original research highlighting the role of library and 
information managers in information discovery and identification. The 
study is a comer-stone in information discovery and is very valuable for 
research, academic and literate communities in this region and other parts 
of the world conducting research. 
Krishnamurthy and Kemparaju (2011)"* discussed the purpose of the paper 
was to report on a study of the institutional repositories (IRs) in use in 
Indian universities and research institutes. Repositories in various 
institutions in India were accessed and described in a standardized way. 
The 20 repositories studied covered collections of diverse types. Most of 
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these collections have unique content. The goal of the study was to study 
the IR software and data based on the content type, metadata and 
characteristics. 
Jain (2011)^ studied the purpose of the paper was to review the recent 
literature about institutional repositories (IRs) including the benefits and 
possible obstacles of setting up an IR. It also discussed librarians' and 
authors' participative roles and open access. In conclusion, the paper 
aimed to consider the future of IRs and finally makes recommendations 
for their successful implementation in academic institutions. The paper 
was based on the recently published literature discussing current trends in 
IRs; although, some historical reference is also necessary to provide 
background to the open access movement and the early development of 
IRs. The paper was an account of the history and current status of IRs, a 
formal documented methodology is not applicable. The discussion 
suggests that in spite of all the obstacles to successful implementation, 
including associated negative perceptions, IRs have been increasingly 
recognized as a vital tool for scholarly communication and an important 
source of institutional visibility and a viable source of institutional 
knowledge management. The paper was an expression of opinion about 
current trends and future applications of IRs, It is not based on any formal 
methodology. The paper is useful for librarians, academic staff and 
academic institutions generally, especially in developing countries where 
IRs are still in a developmental stage. Therefore, some of the general 
recommendations may not be as relevant for those institutions with well-
established and flourishing IRs. The paper aimed at institutions with low-
use repositories. It can be used to persuade management to establish 
institutional policies and it can also be helpful in clarifying the role of the 
library. It also aimed at institutions considering initial development of an 
IR. The paper outlined the implications for IR practice for different 
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groups, namely authors, librarians and academic administrative staff. It 
could, therefore, be used to persuade and influence different sets of 
stakeholders at institutions with under-populated or embryonic IRs, about 
the value of open access, the importance of depositing material and the 
potential functionality afforded by IR packages. The paper provides a 
review of the status of IRs and brings together topics previously reported 
on in isolation. 
Mukherjee and Mohammad Nazim (201l/ described the open access 
publishing is growing in importance, and, in parallel, the role of 
institutional archives has come to the forefront of discussion within the 
library community. The study was an attempt to analyze the present trend 
of institutional archives worldwide. The factual data of each individual 
repository was collected from various Directories of Institutional 
Repositories by using survey method. Data was analyzed in terms of 
quantity of institutional archives increased during last six years, country 
wise contents of institutional archives, types of materials archived, 
subject coverage, software used, language of interface of institutional 
archives, host domains, and policy of institutional archives. The results of 
the study suggest healthy growth in terms of quantity of institutional 
archives' increase worldwide; however, the development is more 
prevalent in developed countries than developing countries. The subject 
analysis of the institutional archives indicates that the contributors in the 
field of health and medicine are more interested to submit their materials 
in repositories. Currently the institutional archives mostly house 
traditional (print-oriented) scholarly publications and grey literature, 
using DSpace software and most of these materials were of English 
language. However, the policy of content inclusion, submission and 
preservation is yet to be well defined in institutional archives. 
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Collen and Chawner (2010)'' opioned the purpose of the paper was to 
investigate the development of institutional repositories in New Zealand, 
exploring factors affecting the adoption and success of institutional 
repositories from the perspective of the library managers who established 
them, and from the perspective of the academic community. Data from a 
series of interviews with library managers are compared with the findings 
from a randomized national survey of academics. The responses of the 
library managers suggest that they were positive about the value of their 
institutional repository, and the progress made towards recruiting content 
for it. Data from the survey of academics indicate that academics have 
been slow to embrace the concept of institutional repositories, and show 
little interest in using repositories for increasing the accessibility of their 
own work, or to access the work of others. The number of deposits 
remains low, mirroring patterns throughout the world, and subject or 
disciplinary repositories appear to have greater value to the academic 
community. The future long-term sustainability of institutional 
repositories depends on gaining a stronger commitment from the 
academic community, or developing different goals, against which their 
success might be measured. The study was the first random survey of 
academic staff across all disciplines, and an entire country, and the 
findings have a very high level of generalizability. 
Ratanya (2010) studied the purpose of the paper was to give an overview 
of electronic theses and dissertations (ETD) as important and unique 
collections that facilitate open access. The paper presents a brief 
introduction of the importance of ETD as materials for open access. This 
is with emphasis on the Kenya Information Preservation Society (KIPS) 
project which has, since 1993, been digitizing theses from a number of 
participating institutions across the country. This paper relies heavily on 
literature derived from existing documentation, online searches and 
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website exploration, and the KIPS's union list of theses and dissertations 
CD-ROM. A number of contracted employees (scanning and input) were 
also interviewed in order to provide statistics about the contributing 
institutions. The paper finds that the necessity of showcasing the 
intellectual research of higher education institutions within Kenya was 
the enough reason to justify making the move towards creating electronic 
thesis services. The benefits making ETD available outweighs that of 
print-only thesis provision due to the potential for enormous 
dissemination and open access. ETD is a renowned research area for 
consideration. Librarians should be engaged in digitization of electronic 
collections that will provide desirable services to end users. Such 
approaches boost the knowledge economy of any country. Evidence 
cited from the strengths of KIPS indicates that its major objective was to 
compile a national comprehensive database of research on Kenya, and by 
Kenyans. From available statistics, theses undertaken at postgraduate 
university levels meet the needs of Kenya scholars. The paper attempts 
to give insights for emulating the ETD initiadve by KIPS as a way to 
showcase the unique materials of open access, thereby making them 
relevant for the modem day library. 
Bhat (2010/ studied the purpose of the paper was to evaluate the 
interoperability of ten open access repositories in the field of computer 
science and IT. The repositories were identified from the OpenDOAR 
directory of OA repositories. Five documents from each repository were 
searched in ten search engines/data discovery tools (OAIster, Scirus, 
Google, MSN, Yahoo, All the Web, Ask, AltaVista, AOL and Gig blast) 
for determining the visibility of repositories. The documents fi-om each 
repository were selected randomly using the function sample of IR 
software. None of the repositories in the study were fully interoperable 
(the visibility of repositories in search engines/data discovery tools range 
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from 4 per cent to 92 per cent). OAI-PMH compliance enhances the 
visibility of the repositories considerably. Google and MSN retrieved the 
highest number of documents from the repositories and Gig blast the 
least. The paper encourages the repository administrators to improve the 
visibility of their repositories keeping in view the indexing policies of 
various search engines to ensure maximum research impact. 
Kamraninia and Abrizah (2010)'° described the primary reason for 
establishing an institutional repository is to increase the visibility of the 
institution's research output by making it Open Access. Academic 
libraries were becoming very involved in managing electronic scholarly 
products and participating in the evolving scholarly communication 
process through institutional repositories. Although institutional 
repositories can make room for easier access to universities research 
output, unfortunately it was not fully developed in some academic 
institutions. The origin of the problem was that there were known 
instances where librarian in-charge of IR are unaware of their roles and 
are unskilled in implementing the IR. This paper describes a study 
conducted on the roles of librarians in the deployment and content 
recruitment of eight IR in Malaysian universities. This paper also 
discusses the process of depositing, motivation factors, roles, marketing 
and benefits of IR that have reference value for the librarians who desire 
to embark on an institutional repository. 
Kaur Kiran and Chia (2009)" opioned that in developing countries, 
academic libraries were experimenting with open source software in the 
establishment of institutional repository systems in local libraries, using 
Greenstone, Fedora, Dspace and eprints. These libraries were vouching 
on the successful implementation in the local library setup, so that it can 
then be up-scaled to institution wide application through campus 
networks or intranet. A healthy uptake of the institution wide set up may 
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then open up to wider audiences witii the availability of dedicated 
information infrastructure combined with broadband connectivity and 
national educational policies. In Malaysia the pioneers to open access 
initiatives are the academic libraries, specifically the university libraries. 
These libraries have initiated innovative services to their researchers by 
creating open access institutional repositories for wide dissemination of 
scholarly literature by their own community members. This study aims to 
investigate the extent of open access adoption; the types of initiatives 
taken and the efficiency of these initiatives based on user perspectives. 
Therefore, this study also attempted to investigate the perception of users 
towards the usability and efficiency of these systems to help users search 
and access useful resources with minimal effort. 
Chantavaridou (2009) described the purpose of the paper was to present 
the current situation regarding open access and institutional repositories 
(IRs) in Greece. This paper reports on the development of IRs in Greece 
and discusses their content and the various access restrictions that apply 
to content. A questionnaire survey was used to identify current and future 
steps regarding open access from the IR managers' and library directors' 
perspective. The paper finds that Greek IRs using DSpace and CDS 
Invenio software have been developed by libraries of academic 
institutions. The Berlin Declaration on open access has been signed by 
two academic institutions and one research institution, while another 
university will bring the matter to the Senate. Metadata harvesting was 
one point that all respondents agreed on, although it seems that a national 
harvesting service will not be established in the near future. Furthermore, 
content availability at the moment seems to be hindered by fear of 
copyright infringement rather than financial charges, at least for ETDs. 
Further research should be conducted in order to identify the rate of 
deposited published peer-reviewed research in IRs. Furthermore, a 
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broader survey could show the thoughts and future plans of the total of 
Greek IRs, not just those using OAl-PMH or those with mixed content 
(gray literature and published research). Possible research topics could be 
the interoperability of IRs in order to build a national harvesting service 
and the access restrictions that are available for authors in each IR. The 
paper was addressed to those wishing to be informed of the latest 
developments regarding IRs and open access in Greece. It also provides a 
brief insight into the views of leading IR managers and library directors. 
Mondoux (2009)'^ discussed the purpose of the paper was to examine and 
provide an insight into Canadian post-secondary institutional repositories 
(IRs) with respect to user interface features and knowledge organization 
systems (KOS) used. The approach is to explore all Canadian post-
secondary institutions and their user interfaces to establish the type of 
searching and browsing features they have used and whether or not they 
have made use of KOS such as subject heading lists or classification 
schemes. A directory of 27 IRs in Canada is created. Incorporation of 
KOS in institutional repository is evaluated. The paper focuses on 
accessibility, searching, KOS use, and retrieval. Browsing and searching 
options are available, but user interfaces are usually not modified to 
enhance information retrieval. This was the first paper, examining 
Canadian IRs from the perspectives of searching, browsing and the use of 
KOS. 
Christian (2009)'"* discussed the study highlighted some of the issues that 
affect the development of institutional repository to include lack of 
awareness of the open access publishing in academic and research 
institutions in developing countries, inadequate information and 
communication infrastructure, lack of funding as well as poor advocacy 
for open access. The issue relating to copyright management was also 
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discussed. In the light of these observations, the following 
recommendations were proffered: 
With regards to the issue of awareness and advocacy, it was highly 
recommended that the approach adopted in SALSI in South Africa be 
applied also in Nigeria - namely: organizing series of conferences and 
capacity building workshops to educate and train stakeholders in 
academic and research institutions in Nigeria. In this way their 
knowledge of open will be enriched and they will be in a better position 
to advocate for change in policies within their institutions and at national 
level. This will create a conducive environment that will nurture the 
development and growth of open access in Nigeria. Considering the size 
of the country and number of educational institutions in the country. It 
suffices to add through the level of resources of required here will be 
more than what was committed in South Africa. 
The 2 major issues in ICT relates to internet bandwidth and electricity 
supply to power ICT infrastructure with regards to the first, the short 
term solution will be support initiatives aimed subsidizing the cost of 
internet bandwidth in academic and research institutions in Nigeria. The 
long-term solution in this area should take the form of increase backing 
for international optic fiber infrastructure as well as an open access policy 
to the project so as to provide equal access to all bandwidth providers. To 
deal with the issue of electricity supply to power ICT infrastructure, there 
is need to fund research into development and implementation of efficient 
power generafing alternative to power ICT facilities used in the 
development of institutional repositories. 
Utulu and Bolarinwa (2009)'^ described the purpose of the paper was to 
examine Nigerian academics' adoption of open access initiatives as 
authors and readers of scholarly resources. The study was necessitated by 
the growing need to have the number of Nigerian scholarly publications 
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increased on the internet and accessible to scholars around the world 
through the use of open access initiatives. Academics of two first 
generation Nigerian universities selected using convenient sampling 
technique were surveyed using the questionnaire to find out the extent of 
their awareness and use of open access initiatives as authors and readers 
of scholarly works. Two hundred and fifty questionnaire copies were 
distributed in the two universities out of which 189 copies were returned, 
while 180 copies were found to be useable for the study. It was revealed 
that the respondents were aware of the pre-print and open access journal 
initiatives than the post-print initiative. In terms of the use of open access 
initiatives, although the study revealed insignificant use among the 
academics, academics in sciences showed more promise of adopting open 
access initiative as authors and readers of scholarly resources than their 
counterparts in the humanities. Unlike studies that assessed specific 
subject based and institutional repositories that allowed for the search and 
extraction of depositors' names and characteristics, this particular study 
relied on respondents' responses as a source of their actual use of open 
access repositories. The paper reveals that academic's percepfion and 
publishing culture, and not awareness, determines the extent of their use 
of open access initiatives in Nigeria. 
Cervone (2008)'^ stated that many libraries have developed local digital 
repositories. The main objective was to focus on the emerging concepts 
of digital repositories. The author found that many libraries were focusing 
mainly on digitizing their collecfions. The paper describes the concept 
and issues related to local contextualization of digital repositories. Today 
the people will have to come out from the thinking of "one size fits all" 
about libraries as the expectations of the patrons have changed. IR is 
basically formed with the aim to make efforts of ensuring access to 
36 
scholarship. These repositories emphasized thoughtilil planning and 
implementation services that are relevant to the local environment. 
Mohammad Nazim and Maya Devi (2008) '' stated that the author main 
objective is to throw light on the efforts to provide free online access to 
scientific and scholarly research literature, especially peer reviewed 
journal and its preprints. Trends in open access publishing in India are 
also discussed. The data for the purpose was collected from the 
directories of open access journals and IR and the URL of each IR was 
visited to collect data. Case study method was used. Data was analyzed 
on some parameters. As a result of the study the library and information 
professionals in India realized the importance of open access journals. 
They also found that India was not only leading in open access movement 
of the developing countries, but also making developed countries aware 
of qualitative scholarly literature originated from these countries. 
Mittal and Mahesh (2008)'^ stated that the main aim of the study was to 
identify and evaluate the collections within digital libraries and 
repositories in India available in the public domain. Digital library and 
institutional repositories were using Dspace for the creation of digital 
repository. These digital libraries and repositories were identified through 
a study of literature in India. Digital library of India are using custom 
made software. It also gives a comprehensive listing of digital 
repositories and IR in India. The collection in IR in India was of a few 
hundreds. The paper highlights the state of digital libraries and 
repositories in India in late 2007and it was the first paper of its kind that 
attempts to identify and evaluate digital libraries and repositories in India. 
It also gives a comprehensive listing of digital libraries and institutional 
repositories in India available in the public domain. 
Fernandez (2008)'^ stated that the developing countries have embraced 
open access with a view to promote visibility of research done in these 
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regions. Open access initiatives described in the paper were based on 
interviews with information professionals responsible for creation and 
maintenance of online research repository in the country. Open access 
journals, e-print archives and e-thesis repositories were covered with the 
emphasis on the sciences including the physical sciences, mathematics 
and the bio medical sciences. Existing repositories were identified from 
the Registry of Open Access Archives. Key contacts were facilitated by 
well known local open access advocates. Participants were contacted by 
e-mail and sites were visited whenever possible. Universities in India are 
at present lacking in infrastructure for establishing institutional 
repositories, so most of the institutions visited were research institutes 
and informatics centres. Semi-structured interviews were conducted to 
ascertain the background of participants, institutional culture, software 
selection, nature of funding, submission policies and future plans, 
promotion methods, training and support of these repositories. The indent 
of the paper was to create an awareness of emerging institutional 
repositories in India in the context of recent developments with regard to 
open access. 
Jain and Shrivastava (2008)^° studied the recent development in 
information and communication and web technologies has change the 
landscape of information handling activities. These technologies provide 
a simple, web based mechanism for researchers to deposit ('self-archive') 
and access their research publications via digital repositories. In this 
paper we describe the genesis, objective, methodology, contents, 
advantages, software usages, growth and development of institutional 
repositories in India. It also discusses the major institutional repositories 
in India in the sense of its growth, development, content, usage etc. 
Previous research shows that repository facilitates more timely and open 
access to research and scholarship and they maximized the potential 
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research impact of achieved publications. It plays an important role in 
preservation and making accessible, academic digital object, datasets and 
analytical tools that exist outside traditional scholarly communication 
system. Open access to Indian research is still in its infancy. A few of 
India's premier institutions, particularly in the science and technology 
area were providing open access to their research publications. In these 
repositories access to retrospective material appears to be substantial both 
in terms of research articles and theses with less access to preprints and 
current publications. 
Dunsire (2008)^' described the purpose of the article was to review 
metadata issues identified in recent research carried out in Scotland on 
services based on metadata aggregation via OAI-PMH, and to examine 
the role of collection-level description in managing ingest to harvested 
repositories, subsequent harvesting by secondary aggregators, and the 
contextualization of institutional and aggregated repositories in the wider 
information retrieval environment. The paper reviews the output of 
several projects involving institutional repositories and collection-level 
description in Scotland. Collection-level description is a useful tool for 
aggregator services, but further work is required to accommodate 
information about the manipulation of metadata sets. Communities need 
to consider how best to incorporate structured collection information 
within the OAI-PMH for their specific purposes. The paper shows the 
importance of recent developments in collection description metadata for 
implementers of OAI-PMH services, building on the simple placeholders 
for such metadata. 
Kim and Kim (2008) discussed the purpose of the study was to provide 
suggestions that could be adapted to improve the usability of institutional 
repository systems, and to establish a usability evaluation framework, 
which could be used for heuristic evaluation or formal usability testing of 
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institutional repositories. The study seelcs to establish a usability 
evaluation guideline based on a literature review. Using the evaluation 
criteria and 30 subjects, the research team administered two usability 
experiments, laboratory and remote usability tests, and conducted a focus 
group interview with four experts. Based on the usability evaluation and 
focus group interview results, the paper proposes ways to improve system 
usability by showing selected screenshots of the Collection interface. The 
study shows an effective provision of directions on how to register and 
search for documents, improving visual appearance, and clustering and 
displaying related materials based on the FRBR model is an important 
task to improve Collection's usability. The study established a usability 
evaluation framework for institutional repositories and evaluates the 
Collection with the evaluation criteria. 
Xia (2007) stated as to why the IR m social sciences could not achieve 
their goals and become popular in practice like natural sciences, 
engineering, medical sciences etc. It was found that in social sciences 
there is an urgent need for rapid data exchange as natural sciences do. 
They could learn from successful repositories to improve their 
operational plans. The paper describes the concept and issues related to 
local contextualization of Digital repositories. 
Markland (2006) '^* studied and investigated the efficiency of the Google 
search engines at retrieving items from the 26 UK institutional 
repositories, coverage a wide range of subject areas. The objectives of the 
study was to access how efficiency a selection of items from the content 
of UK institutional repositories could be retrieved using a search engine. 
A search was carried out to see how easily the items could be retrieved 
from the repository by using different search strategies. As a result of this 
study it was found that there is the interesting possibility that search 
engine will provide a route to open access material to new users. Google 
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searches may be an introduction to the rich content to be found in the 
world of scholarly communication. 
A study was conducted by Pickton and Mcknights (2006)"^ discussed the 
potential role of research scholars in an institutional repository has been 
investigated. The aim of the study was to explore and access the values of 
Loughborough Institutional repository to a previous unconsidered 
stakeholder group research students. A face to face interview with 34 
research students at loughborough university, was carried out to explore 
the students experiences and opinions of publishing, open access and the 
proposed loughborough university. As a result of this study it was found 
that the role and needs of research students has been shown to be quite 
similar to those of any other academic authors. The only difference that 
exists between the views of academic authors and research students lie 
mainly in the relative importance they place on different factors. 
Walter (2006) in the article has stipulated that institutional repositories 
are proliferating as they were becoming an indispensable component for 
information and knowledge sharing in the scholarly world. The main 
objective of the article was to examine the emerging institutional 
repositories development and explore how IRs can help create a new 
infrastructure to support scholarly communication's and digital research. 
Here the role of content management becomes important as they were 
exploring new ways to make effective links between their IRs and other 
university information systems that manage or capture digital intellectual 
output. It will make the IR a daily staple for many academicians and 
administrative support personnel who depend on access to campus 
scholarly output or related information. However, additional work was 
required to weave IRs into the fabric of institutions and scholarly 
disciplines Various steps will have to be taken to pave the way for 
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engendering a broader understanding of how the Hbrary can support 
modem scholarly communication and help manage intellectual output. 
Devakos (2006)^^ provides practical information and a model which may 
be useftil for others implementing repository services or other emerging 
technologies. The objective of the study was to report on the University 
of Toronto's Implementation of an institutional repository. As 
methodology the author has used a range of quality research methods to 
solicit early adapter and library concerns. Findings were then used to 
guide implementation. In the study it was found that IRs offer us a wealth 
of opportunities and benefits, including the possibility of offering access 
to collections that are extensive and long lived. To achieve these 
qualitative research methods, rapid cycle analysis and useful sequences of 
tasks can help and do not underestimate the power of student labour. 
Westell (2006) described the proposes indicators for measuring the 
success of institutional repositories based on their demonstrated 
integration with other research initiatives and provides a snapshot of the 
current state of selected institutional repositories in Canada through a 
review of their web presence and their integration with university librar>' 
and research pages. Using the proposed indicators, an examination of the 
web sites of selected Canadian universities who are participating in the 
Canadian Association of Research Libraries Institutional Repository 
project was undertaken. Institutional repositories are growing in Canada 
and that the Canadian IR community is on the way to the proposed model 
future - integration with existing university research practices. Indicators 
such as those proposed in the paper can provide a basic framework for 
evaluating IR projects and highlight areas where the library can generate 
additional support for these worthwhile projects. 
Hockx-Yu (2006)^^ studied and aimed on the issues and challenges of 
digital preservation facing institutional repositories and to illustrate the 
42 
Joint Information Systems Committee's (JISC) view on institutional 
repositories and its key initiatives in helping UK institutions address these 
issues. A combination of published work and JISC documents (public 
facing or internal) were used as reference material. Digital preservation 
is a complex process and there are still many unsolved issues which make 
it a challenging task for institutional repositories. However, the wide 
deployment of institutional repositories also provides new opportunities 
for digital preservation. Much could be done to consider digital 
preservation from the outset, to involve the authors and to embed digital 
preservation into repository workflow, which will ease the later 
preservation tasks. A number of ongoing JlSC-funded projects are 
briefly reported which explore different models for the provision of 
digital preservation services for institutional repositories. These models 
may be a way forward to tackle collectively the issue of long-term 
preservation within the setting of institutional repositories. Depending on 
the outcomes of the projects, further investigation and implementation 
could be undertaken to test the models. The paper helps the reader to 
gain a better understanding of the issues related to digital preservation in 
general and how JISC's work has helped to tackle these issues. The paper 
clearly states JISC's view and future plans for digital repositories. This is 
of value to the UK educational community as JISC works on its behalf 
and responds to its needs. 
Sutradhar (2006) described how an institutional repository (IR) was set 
up, using open source software, at the Indian Institute of Technology 
(IIT) in Kharagpur. Members of the IIT can publish their research 
documents in the IR for online access as well as digital preservation. 
Material in this IR includes instructional materials, records, data sets, 
electronic theses, dissertations, annual reports, as well as published 
papers. This opens up the world of scholarly publishing in a way that 
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causes re-examination of many of the current practices of scholarly 
communication and publishing. Details of the hardware and software 
requirements are provided along with information about available open 
source software. The steps involved in uploading and submitting material 
in the IR are described. The paper provides evidence on how to set up an 
IR and how to create different communities and, under each community, 
many collections using the DSpace software. It was found that setting up 
an IR is very simple but its maintenance is very difficult. One person 
needs to have the computer knowledge, particularly in the Linux 
operating system environment and must be dedicated to carry out the IR 
administrative activities like registration, permission authenticity, 
submission and grant, installation of the updating version of the software, 
etc. Before setting up an IR, the institution should have sufficient funds 
to acquire computer hardware and other related software, and computer 
knowledgeable manpower. It can also be noted that after setting up a 
successfial IR, the administrator must train the faculty members and 
research scholars regarding the proper uploading and submitting of 
metadata into the repository. Guidelines are provided to assist those in 
setting up an IR. Appropriate staff are required to administer and run the 
IR smoothly. An IR provides the IIT with a central and cost-effective 
facility for the orderly and systematic archiving of research results and 
other documents that is accessible worldwide. Eventually, the library 
hopes to build a fiiU IR, and make the resource available to other sites 
using a data harvesting protocol like OAI-PMH. The paper gives an idea 
that setting set up interoperable IRs among the same type of institutions 
in a particular state or country enables data to be transferred through 
OAI-PMH protocol from one IR to another. 
Das, Sen and Dutta (2005)^' studied the IR is a contemporary concept that 
captures and make available through internet and intranet the institutional 
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research output and other relevant documents to the users by way of 
digitizing the output. The IR's have already started emerging in India. 
This study highlights the importance of IR, delineates the scope and 
methodology projects the findings. Most of the repositories were using 
open source information repository software like Dspace, Greenstone, 
Digital library software and GNU Eprints. It was observed that generally 
documents like thesis and dissertations, seminar papers, journal articles 
etc, are being found more in repositories. Some of the problems of the 
repositories have been highlighted and suggestions offered. 
Graham (2005) aimed to illustrate how one medium-sized academic 
library was able to use a web-based digitization and repository project to 
increase and promote communication and relationships between the 
library and the university community. This case study traces the history 
and development of the Cornerstone Project - the Network of Alabama 
Academic Library's (NAAL) state-wide digital repository project. The 
paper described the steps taken by a medium-sized academic library to 
participate in a state-wide institutional repository project to improve on 
liaison activities, and form new relationships with departments across the 
campus. Using the digital repository project to help bridge gaps between 
departments that had limited or no involvement with the library and its 
services, one medium-sized academic library found that its involvement 
in the repository project resulted in a new and improved 
interdepartmental relationship. The results have encouraged the library to 
open the door for new and different relationships to be formed with other 
departments. The implications and value for other libraries to become 
involved in such repositories are also discussed. 
Bell, Foster and Gibbons (2005)^^ discussed the purpose of the paper was 
to review the purpose, methods, and selected results of a study of faculty 
work practices, especially as they bear on the creation, location, and use 
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of grey literature, design and use of institutional repositories. Based on a 
work-practice study of faculty members and researchers at the University 
of Rochester. The methodology used videotaped interviews to record and 
analyze how participants accomplish such tasks as using web-based 
research and writing tools, organizing books and papers, and staying 
current. Reviews six key research findings related to the understandings 
and attitudes faculty members hold regarding institutional repositories 
and the role of librarians in developing institutional repository 
collections. Explains why librarians have found it difficult to attract 
faculty participation from the perspective of user needs and work 
practices. The study is based on field research with a small number of 
participants in six departments across the sciences, social sciences, and 
humanities. Access to faculty participants was limited. Recommends 
new strategies for institutional repository design, recruitment of content, 
and outreach by librarians based on the six key research findings 
proposes an expanded role for librarians as liaisons to faculty who wish to 
share their work using the library's repository system. The paper presents 
original research that addresses a current problem in the area of 
institutional repositories: why faculty members have not taken full 
advantage of new technologies that help them share their work. It lists the 
practical steps that librarians can take to improve faculty participation in 
repository projects and to increase access to grey literature for all 
scholars. 
Genoni (2004)^ "* discussed that libraries were facing the challenges to 
develop and manage an institutional repository. The paper addresses the 
issue of content in repositories, and suggests that librarians need to 
approach the task of content development by applying some of the 
procedures and skills associated with collection management within more 
traditional environments. It also addresses the types of content that might 
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be suitable for institutional repositories, and notes that several recent 
Australian reports have recommended the need for a more standardized 
and regulated approach to the content of institutional repositories. It is 
argued that this is inappropriate. 
Yeates (2003)^^ opioned about the collective intellectual output of an 
institution recorded in a form that can be preserved and exploited. The 
article briefly outlines the need for repositories such as Dspace, their role, 
benefits and drawbacks. It concludes that repositories were the keys to the 
ability of institutions to respond to future needs for more dynamic cross-
boundary communications services. 
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METHODOLOGY 
This chapter deals with the methodology used in the study and has been 
discussed under the following headings: 
1) Selection of the problem 
2) Significance of the study 
3) Need and Purpose of the study 
4) Objectives of the study 
5) Methodology 
6) Limitations of the study 
7) Selected criteria for evaluation 
1. SELECTION OF THE PROBLEM 
The problem selected for the present study is entitled "Institutional 
Repository Initiatives in Indian Universities: An Evaluative Study." The 
problem deals with the overall assessment of institutional repositories 
with the help of selected criteria for evaluation of institutional 
repositories such as software used, authority, website address, type of 
documents, number of documents etc. 
2. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 
The significance of the study lies in the fact that institutional repositories 
are the intellectual capital of an institute which recognizes the intellectual 
life and scholarship of academic and research organizations. The result 
from this study helps to illustrate both an overall development and 
features of institutional repositories of Indian universities. The study 
attempts to enlighten awareness of Academic Institutional Repositories 
developed in India and its contribution to a global knowledge base. 
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2. NEED AND PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 
The need of the study is assessed from the fact that in the academic 
institutions, the application of open access institutional repositories has 
enabled to take a very strong move towards achieving individual goals, 
institutional objectives, dignity, financial constraints, avoid duplication of 
research work, encourage an environment of sharing research experiences 
and motivating the generation for innovative ideas in the form of new 
knowledge and the purpose of the study is to throw light on all the 
institutional repositories in Indian universities. 
3. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 
The objectives of this study are as follows 
• To evaluate the institutional repositories available in central and 
state universities in India. 
• To identify and enumerate the Institutional Repositories in central 
and state universities in India. 
• To investigate the extent of institutional repository adoption in 
Indian universities, (central and state universities) 
4. METHODOLOGY 
The investigator has gone through the UGC website for the list of Central 
and State universities in India. Investigator found that there are 280 state 
universities and 42 central universities in India. The DOAR (Directory of 
open access repositories), ROAR (Registry of open access repositories) 
and URL of Indian Universities in India was consulted and the 
investigator also surfed through the search engines like google and yahoo 
to locate the institutional repositories webpage. It was found that only 7 
state and 5 central universities has its institutional repositories. All 7 state 
universities institutional repositories and 5 central universities 
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institutional repositories webpages were consulted but one state 
institutional repository and one central institutional repository was not 
accessible at the time of study they have been excluded and only 6 state 
universities institutional repository and 4 central universities institutional 
repository have been taken for the study. 
The list of institutional repositories under study include:-
Table A. List of Institutional Repositories in State Universities of 
India 
Sr. 
No 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
Name of the state universities 
Cochin University of Science and 
Technology (CUSAT) 
Guru Govind Singh Indraprastha 
University (GGSIPU) 
University of Mysore (UOM) 
Mahatma Gandhi University 
(MGU) 
West Bengal State University 
(WBSU) 
Bharathidasan University (BDU) 
Name of the repositories 
Dyuthi CUSAT Digital 
Repository 
Dspace@ggsipu 
Vidhyanidhi Digital Repository 
Mahatma Gandhi Theses Online 
Wbsu Digital Repository 
Centre for Knowledge 
Repository 
Table B. List of Institutional Repositories in Central Universities of 
India 
Sr. 
No. 
Name of the Central Universities Name of the Repositories 
1. Indira Gandhi national open 
university (IGNOU) 
Egyankosh 
2. University of Delhi (DU) Dspace@University of Delhi 
3. University of Kashmir (UOK) Knowledge Repository Open 
Network 
4. North Eastern Hill University 
(NEHU) 
NEHU Institutional Repository 
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6. LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 
^ a A«ad 
The study is limited to / ^ i - ^ ^ ' ^ ' ^ ' ^ ^ v 
Central Universities Institutional Repository in India ( y ^ 
> , Ace. No 
State Universities Institutional Repository in India \«l-, ^ 
Vs^ 
7. CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 
The following criteria drawn from the study of related literature have 
been used for the present study. 
> Name of institutional repository 
To find out the name of repository, whether they used the term 
'repository' in the heading or use the name of the software used. 
> Authority 
The institution under which institutional repositories are created and 
maintained as well as to know the funding agency of a particular 
institutional repositories. 
> Website address 
The website address of the institutional repository through which user 
can get easy access to these repositories. 
> Direct link 
Direct link from university library's webpage to institutional 
repositories is available or not. 
> Types of documents available 
There are many types of document available in the repository such as 
Pre print, Revised text of published work, Conference papers, 
Teaching material, Student's projects. Doctoral thesis and 
dissertations, Database resulting from research projects. Committee 
papers, administrative papers, Computer software work of art, 
Photographs and video recordings. 
> Whether full text available or only abstract is available 
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The contents in the repositories are provided full text or only 
bibliographic details/ abstracts are available. 
> Number of documents 
To know the total number of documents deposited till date, this will be 
helpful further in estimating the growth of repository in terms of 
documents available. 
> Software used 
As there are many digital library software like Dspace, Eprints, 
Fedora, Greenstone etc. for the implementation of institutional 
repositories. This acts as a criteria for identifying the most frequently 
used software by the academic institutional repositories. 
> Subject coverage 
There are two types of repositories i.e subject specific and 
multidisciplinary. Subject specific are those where scholars of a 
particular subject can contribute their documents and multidisciplinary 
are those where scholars from any discipline can contribute. 
> Registration required or not for accessing 
User registration is required by many institutional repositories before 
accessing. This criteria act as a platform for judging the user 
friendliness of the institutional repositories. 
> Search facilities provided by IR 
Does the institutional repositories provide advanced search option or 
simple search like by Author, Title, Subject and so on. 
> Language of the documents 
The language of the submitted documents, whether it is one particular 
language or in different languages. 
> Open Repository or In-house repository 
The repository may be open repository (access worldwide) or only in-
house repository (access within university campus). 
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COCHIN UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
DYUTHICUSAT DIGITAL REPOSITORY 
> Authority 
This institutional repository is created and maintained by Cochin 
University of Science and Technology (CUSAT), Cochin, Kerala. 
CUSAT is a state university and the repository is funded by Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research, under Technology Information 
Facilitation Programme (TIFP), Ministry of Science and Technology, 
Government of India. 
> Website address 
The website address of the Cochin University of Science and Technology 
is http://dyuthi.cusat.ac.in/xmlui 
> Direct Link 
There is a direct link from university library's webpage to its institutional 
repository. 
> Types of documents available 
Dyuthi archives the intellectual output of the scientific community of the 
CUSAT faculty, research scholars and scientists. Dyuthi enables the 
CUSAT community to archive the preprints, thesis, conference 
proceedings, teaching and learning material and other scholarly 
publications. The communities in the Dyuthi are as follows: 
• Conference proceedings 
Collections in this community 
o APSYM National Symposium 
o APT 2008 
o CALIBER 
o OMTAT2005 
• Erudite 
Collections in this community 
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o 
o 
• £-Scholarship 
Inaugural function of Erudite scheme 
Prof. Zhores Alferov, Nobel Prize winner for 
Physics in 2000 
Collections in this community 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
Applied Chemistry 
Applied Economics 
Atmospheric Sciences 
Bio Technology 
Computer Applications 
Computer Science 
Electronics 
Environmental Studies 
Industrial Fisheries 
Legal studies 
Marine Biology, Micro Biology & Bio 
Chemistry 
Marine Geology 
Mathematics 
Photonics 
Physical Oceanography 
Physics 
Polymer Science and Rubber Technology 
School of Management Studies 
School of Marine Sciences 
Ship Technology 
Statistics 
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• PhD Thesis 
Collections in this community 
o Faculty of Engineering 
o Faculty of Environmental Studies 
o Faculty of Humanities 
o Faculty of Law 
o Faculty of Marine Sciences 
o Faculty of Sciences 
o Faculty of Social Sciences 
o Faculty of Technology 
• Preprints 
Collections in this community 
o National Institute of Oceanography 
o Workshops 
o National workshop on Dspace 2009 
> Number of documents deposited 
According to ROAR, number of documents deposited till 13.7.2011 are 
about 1574. 
> Software used 
Dspace digital library software is used by this repository for the 
preservation of material. 
> Subject coverage 
This repository is subject oriented in nature. This repository is subjected 
to science and technology field. It also covers doctoral thesis in the field 
of Engineering, Environmental Studies, Humanities, Law, Marine 
Sciences, Social Sciences, Sciences and Technology and all these 
subjects come under the faculty and scientific community of Cochin 
University of Science and Technology. 
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> Search Facility provided to users 
There are many search options provided for the assistance of the users. 
They are by author, title, subject and issue date. Advanced search option 
is also available to search the whole repository by simply putting the 
keyword. 
> Language of the documents 
The languages of the material deposited in this repository are English and 
Malayalam. 
> Full text or Abstract 
Full text of every document is provided by this repository. Although 
abstract is always attached to it. 
> Registration 
User registration is required for the accessing of the documents. By 
getting registration, the information of the newly deposited material is 
automatically mailed to the user's email ID. 
> Open repository or in- house repository 
This is an open access repository that means people from all over the 
world can accessed it. 
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GURU GOVIND SINGH INDRAPRASTHA UNIVERSITY 
DSPACE@GGS1PU 
> Authority 
This institutional repository is managed and administered by University 
Information Resource Centre of Guru Govind Singh Indraprastha 
University, New Delhi. GGSIPU is a state university and the repository is 
funded by Government of NCT of Delhi. 
> Website address 
The website address of the Govind Singh Indraprastha University is 
http://14.139.60.216:8080/xmlui 
> Direct Link 
There is a direct link from university library's webpage to its institutional 
repository. 
> Types of documents available 
This repository has been developed to capture, disseminate and preserve 
research theses of Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University. It 
complements the research publications repository of GGS Indraprastha 
University. The collection includes thesis and dissertation, articles and 
learning objects. 
The communities in the Dspace@ggsipu are as follows: 
• Electronic Theses and Dissertations 
Collections in this community 
o ETD of School of Basic and Applied Sciences 
o ETDof School of Biotechnology 
o ETD of School of Chemical Technology 
o ETD of School of Environment Management 
o ETD of School of Humanities & Social 
Sciences 
o ETD of School of Information Technology 
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o ETD of School of Management Studies 
• Faculty Publications 
Collections in this community 
o ePrints of Centre for Disaster Management 
Studies 
o ePrints of Centre for Media Studies 
o ePrints of School of Basic and Applied Sciences 
o ePrints of School of Biotechnology 
o ePrints of School of Chemical Technology 
o ePrints of School of Education 
o ePrints of School of Environment Management 
o ePrints of School of Humanities & Social 
Sciences 
o ePrints of School of Information Technology 
o ePrints of School of Law and Legal Studies 
o ePrints of School of Management Studies 
o ePrints of University Information Resources 
Center 
• Lecture Notes 
Collections in this community 
o Lecture Notes of School of Basic and Applied 
Sciences 
o Lecture Notes of School of Information 
Technology 
o School of Law and Legal Studies 
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• student Publications 
Collections in this community 
o School of Biotechnology 
o School of Law and Legal Studies 
• University Publications 
> Number of documents deposited 
According to DOAR, number of documents deposited till 31.8.2011 are 
about 133. 
> Software used 
Dspace digital library software is used by this repository for the 
deposition of material. 
> Subject coverage 
This repository is multidisciplinary in nature. This repository is subjected 
to all the thesis and dissertation and research publications of ever>' faculty 
of Guru Govind Singh Indraprastha University. 
> Search Facility provided to users 
Many search options are provided by this repository are as follows 
• Author 
• Title 
• Subject 
• Issue date 
Advanced Search option is also provided for accessing the whole 
repository by keyword. 
> Language of the documents 
The language of the material deposited in this repository is English. 
> Full text or Abstract 
Full text and abstract of every document is provided by this repository. 
63 
> Registration 
User registration is required for the accessing of the documents. 
> Open repository or in- house repository 
Everyone can access the repository from any point of the world. It is an 
open access repository. 
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UNIVERSITY OF MYSORE 
VIDHYANIDHI DIGITAL REPOSITORY 
> Authority 
This institutional repository is established by University of Mysore. UOM 
is a state university and the repository is supported by National 
information centre for science and technology (NISSAT), Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research (Government of India), The Ford 
foundation and Microsoft India. 
> Website address 
The website address of the Vidhyanidhi Digital Repository is 
http://dspace.vidyanidhi.org.in:8080/dspace/ 
> Direct link 
There is no direct link from University's webpage to its institutional 
repository. 
> Types of documents available 
Vidyanidhi is envisioned to evolve as a national repository' and a 
consortium for e-theses through participation and partnership with 
universities, academic institutions and other stake holders. Vidhyanidhi 
has only one community named as below: 
• Indian ETD Collection 
There are two Sub communities within this community. 
• By Subject 
Collections in this community 
o Pure Science 
Physical Science 
Life Science and Bioscience 
o Applied Science 
Agricultural and Veterinary Science 
Health Science 
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Food Science and Nutrition 
Home Sciences 
o Engineering and Technology 
Aeronautical and Aerospace Engineering 
Agricultural Engineering 
Chemical Engineering and Technology 
Civil Engineering 
Computer Science and Engineering 
Earth Science and Engineering 
Electrical, Electronics and Communication 
Engineering 
Engineering Physics 
Engineering Sciences 
Information and Communication Engineering 
Instrumentation Engineering and Technology 
Maintenance Engineering 
Metallurgical and Materials Engineering 
Mechanical and Industrial Engineering 
Research and Technology 
Rural Technology 
System Science Engineering 
Sugar Technology 
o Social and Behavioral Sciences 
Anthropology 
Area Studies 
Business Administration and Management 
Commerce 
Economics 
Education 
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Folklore 
Geography 
History 
Humanities and Social Sciences 
Law 
Military Science 
Museology 
Psychology 
Social Work 
Sociology 
Women's Studies 
Civics and Politics 
Defence Studies 
o Arts and Humanities 
Architecture and Planning 
Arts 
Language and Literature 
Linguistics 
Political Science 
Philosophy 
Religion 
Sculpture 
Regional Studies 
Translation Studies 
o General Studies 
Information and Communication Studies 
Future Studies 
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• By University 
The list of 150 universities is given in this community. By this 
community, users can search the contents by the name of university. 
> Number of documents deposited 
According to DOAR, number of documents deposited till 20.10.2009 are 
about 5480. 
> Software used 
Dspace digital library software is used for the implementation of this 
repository. 
> Subject coverage 
This repository is multidisciplinary in nature. . Vidyanidhi access to 
Indian theses and enlarges the reach and audience for Indian doctoral 
research works. It covers Indian doctoral thesis in all fields of knowledge. 
> Search Facilities provided to users 
The collection can be browsed by title, author, date, subject and name of 
university. Advanced search is also provided. 
> Language of the documents 
The languages of the material in this repository are English, Hindi, 
Karmada and Sanskrit. 
> Full text or Abstract 
Full text of every document is provided by this repository. But abstract is 
not attached to it. 
> Registration 
User registration is not required for the accessing of the documents. But 
the user can subscribe to any collection to receive daily e-mail 
notification of new additions. 
> Open repository or in- house repository 
The repository can be accessed worldwide, it is an open repository. 
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MAHATMA GANDHI UNIVERSITY 
MAHATMA GANDHI THESIS ONLINE 
> Authority 
This institutional repository is established and maintained by Mahatma 
Gandhi University, Kottayam, Kerela. MGU is a state university and the 
repository is funded by the Government of Kerela. 
> Website address 
The website address of the Mahatma Gandhi Thesis Online is 
http://www.mgutheses.org. 
> Direct link 
There is a direct link from University's webpage to its institutional 
repository. 
> Types of documents available 
Mahatma Gandhi University Online Theses Digital Library provides open 
access to the doctoral dissertations accepted by the MGU has been 
selected as one of the very best web resources for education and research 
by INTUTE. The collection consists of following communities and sub-
communities: 
• MGU ETD COLLECTION 
Collections in this community 
o Astrophysics 
o Behavioural Science 
o Biochemistry 
o Biophysics 
o Bioscience 
o Biotechnology 
o Botany 
o Chemistry 
o Commerce 
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o Economics 
o Education 
o English Literature 
o Environmental Science 
o Food science and Nutrition 
o Gandhian Studies 
o Hindi Literature 
o History 
o Home Science 
o Immunology 
o International Relations 
o Law 
o Linguistics 
o Malayalam Literature 
o Management 
o Management Studies 
o Mathematics 
o Medicine Science 
o Microbiology 
o Philosophy 
o Physics 
o Physiology 
o Political Science 
o Rehabilitation Medicine 
o Religion 
o Sanskrit Language 
o Sanskrit Literature 
o Social Science 
o Sociology 
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o Statistics 
o Syriac Literature 
o Theatre Arts 
o Zoology 
> Number of documents deposited 
According to DOAR, number of documents deposited till 30.3.2009 are 
about 1000. 
> Software used 
Online Nitya d'Arch engine software is used for the implementation of 
this repository. It is a multilingual software. 
> Subject coverage 
This repository is multidisciplinary in nature. It gives access to MGU 
theses in every field of study. 
> Search Facilities provided to users 
The collection can be browsed by simple search option like 
• Contents and Title 
• Scholars 
• Guides 
• Accession Number 
Advanced search option is available by which a specific document can be 
searched by giving the search field, search content and the branch of 
study. A full Author list and Title list is also available. 
> Language of the documents 
The languages of the material in this repository is English, Hindi, 
Malayalam and Sanskrit. 
> Full text or Abstract 
Full text of every document is provided by this repository. But abstract is 
not attached to it. 
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> Registration 
User registration is not required for the accessing of the documents. 
> Open repository or in- house repository 
It is an open repository and it is first Indian university to adopt Open 
Access to malce the results of doctoral research in the university 
transparent to academics World Wide. 
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WEST BENGAL STATE UNIVERSITY 
WEST BENGAL STATE UNIVERSITY DIGITAL REPOSITORY 
> Authority 
This institutional repository is created and maintained by West Bengal 
State UniversityjBarasat, West Bengal. WBSU is a state university and 
the repository is fiinded by Government of West Bengal. 
> Website address 
The website address of the West Bengal State University is 
http://dspace.wbsub.ac.in:8080/jspui/ 
> Direct Link 
There is no direct link from university library's webpage to its 
institutional repository. 
> Types of documents available 
This repository includes all the thesis and dissertations of every 
department of the West Bengal State University. The communities are as 
follows 
•:• Departments at WBSU (Barasat) 
Sub-communities within this community 
o Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development 
o Department of Anthropology 
o Department of Bengali 
o Department of Biochemistry 
o Department of Botany 
o Department of Chemistry 
o Department of Commerce and 
Management 
o Department of Comparative Literature 
o Department of Computer Science 
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o Department of Economics 
o Department of Education 
o Department of Electronics 
o Department of English 
* o Department of Food and Nutrition 
o Department of History 
o Department of Journalism and Mass 
Communication 
o Department of Mathematics 
o Department of Microbiology 
o Department of Philosophy 
o Department of Physics 
o Department of Physiology 
o Department of Political Science 
o Department of Psychology 
o Department of Sanskrit 
o Department of Sociology 
o Department of Zoology 
• IOTA FOSS Resource Centre 
o FOSS Software Resources 
• NPTEL Local Mirror @ WBSU 
o Biochemical Engineering 
> Number of documents deposited 
According to ROAR, number of documents deposited till 13.7.2011 are 
about 120. 
> Software used 
Dspace digital library software is used by this repository for the 
preservation of material. 
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> Subject coverage 
This repository is multidisciplinary in nature. This repository is subjected 
to all the Departments of West Bengal State University. 
> Search Facility provided to users 
There are many search options provided for the assistance of the users. 
They are by author, title, subject and issue date. Advanced search option 
is also available to search the whole repository by simply putting the 
keyword. 
> Language of the documents 
The languages of the material deposited in this repository are English, 
Hindi and Bengali. 
> Full text or Abstract 
Full text of every document is provided by this repository. Abstract is not 
provided. 
> Registration 
User registration is not required for the accessing of the documents. 
> Open repository or in- house repository 
This is an open access repository that means people from all over the 
world can accessed it. 
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BHARATHIDASAN UNIVERSITY 
CENTRE FOR KNOWLEDGE REPOSITORY 
> Authority 
This institutional repository is established by University Informatics 
Centre, Bharathidasan University, Tiruchirappalli, Tamil Nadu. BDU is a 
state university and the repository is supported by Government of Tamil 
Nadu. 
> Website address 
The website address of the Centre for Knowledge Repositorv is 
http ://www. bdu. ac. in/about-ckr/ 
> Direct link 
There is a direct link from University's webpage to its institutional 
repository. 
> Types of documents available 
Centre for Knowledge Repository aims to provide comprehensive access 
to scholarly digital content like Journals, e-books, articles, Electronic 
Theses and Dissertations (ETDs), video & audio resources to every 
student, faculty and staff of Bharathidasan University, Tiruchirappalli. It 
has following communities: 
•t* Digital Library 
Collections in this community 
o Electronic Thesis and Dissertations 
<• e-library 
Collections in this community 
o E-books 
o Audio and Video Resources 
<• Tamil Manuscripts Gallery 
••• Multimedia Tutorials 
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> Software used 
Greenstone digital library software is used for the implementation of this 
repository. 
> Subject coverage 
This repository is multidisciplinary in nature. It covers all Thesis and 
Dissertations, E-books, Tamil Manuscripts and multimedia resources in 
every field of knowledge. 
> Search Facilities provided to users 
The search options provided by this repository are by author, title and 
subject. Advanced search option is also available to search the repository. 
> Language of the documents 
The languages of the material in this repository are English, Hindi and 
Tamil. 
> Full text or Abstract 
Full text of the documents is available but abstract is not provided. 
> Registration 
Registration is not required for the accessing of documents in the 
repository. 
> Open repository or In- house repository 
The repository can only be accessed inside the campus of Bharathidasan 
University. 
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INDIRA GANDHI NATIONAL OPEN UNIVERSITY 
EGYANKOSH 
> Authority 
This institutional repository is developed by Open and Distance Learning 
Institute of India and all rights are reserved by the Indira Gandhi National 
Open University. IGNOU is a Central University funded by Government 
of India. 
> Website address 
The website address of the Cochin University of Science and Technology 
is http://www.egyankosh.ac.in/inydspace 
> Direct Link 
There is no direct link from university library's webpage to its 
institutional repository. 
> Types of documents available 
It is a National Digital Repository to store, index, preserve, distribute and 
share the digital learning resources developed by the Open and Distance 
Learning Institutions in the country. It has two communities 
<• India 
Collections in this community 
o Indira Gandhi National Open University 
*> Pan African e-Network 
Collections in this community 
o International Division Video's 
Sub-communities within this community 
• Bachelor in Tourism Studies (BTS) 
• Certificate in Environmental Studies 
(CES) 
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• Certificate in Nutrition and Ciiild Care 
(CNCC) 
• Certificate in Tourism Studies (CTS) 
• Diploma in Early Child Care Education 
(DECE) 
• Diploma in HIV and Family Education 
(DAFE) 
• Diploma in Tourism Studies (DTS) 
• Master in Tourism Management (MTM) 
• Master of Business Administration 
(MBA) 
> Number of documents deposited 
According to DOAR, number of documents deposited till 27.8.2008 are 
about 6190. 
> Software used 
Dspace digital library software is used by this repository for the 
preservation of material. 
> Subject coverage 
This repository is multidisciplinary in nature and it includes all the 
learning objects developed by Indira Gandhi National Open University 
and Pan African e-Network. 
> Search Facility provided to users 
There are many search options provided for the assistance of the users. 
They are by Author and Title. Advanced search option is also available to 
search the whole repository by simply putting the keyword. 
> Language of the documents 
The languages of the material deposited in this repository are English and 
Hindi. 
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> Full text or Abstract 
Full text of every document is provided by this repository but abstract is 
not available. 
> Registration 
User registration is required for the accessing of the documents. 
> Open repository or in- house repository 
This is an open access repository that means people from all over the 
world can accessed it. 
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UNIVERSITY OF DELHI 
DIGITAL REPOSITORY @ UNIVERSITY OF DELHI 
> Authority 
This institutional repository is designed and maintained by University of 
Delhi. It is a central university and the repository is sponsored by 
Department of Information Technology (DIT), Government of India. 
> Website address 
The website address of the Knowledge Repository Open Network is 
http://library.du.ac.in/dspace/ 
> Direct Link 
There is no direct link from university library's webpage to its 
institutional repository. 
> Types of documents available 
It includes only learning objects like Books of Delhi University Library 
System. The communities and sub communities in this repository are as 
follows 
•> DDLS (Delhi University Library System) 
Sub communities in this community 
o Books 
> Number of documents deposited 
According to DOAR, number of documents deposited till 13.7.2011 are 
about 652. 
> Software used 
Dspace digital library software is used by this repository for the 
preservation of material. 
> Subject coverage 
This repository is multidisciplinary in nature. This repository is subjected 
to books of all subjects. 
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> Search Facility provided to users 
There are many search options provided for the assistance of the users. 
They are by author, title, subject and by date. Advanced search option is 
also available to search the whole repository. 
> Language of the documents 
The language of the material deposited in this repository is English. 
> Full text or Abstract 
Full text of every document is provided by this repository. But abstract is 
not attached to it. 
> Registration 
User registration is not required for the accessing of the documents. But it 
is required for the subscription of collection to receive daily emails for 
recent additions. 
> Open repository or in- house repository 
This is an open access repository, people all over the world can access it. 
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UNIVERSITY OF KASHMIR 
KNOWLEDGE REPOSITORY OPEN NETWORK (KNoor) 
> Authority 
This institutional repository is designed, maintained and regulated by 
Department of Library and Information Science and technical support 
from Directorate of IT & SS of University of Kashmir. It is a central 
university and the repository is funded by Government of India. 
> Website address 
The website address of the Knowledge Repository Open Network is 
http://dspaces.uok.edu.in:8080/dspace/ 
> Direct Link 
There is no direct link from university library's webpage to its 
institutional repository. 
> Types of documents available 
KNoor archives the intellectual output of the Sher-e-Kashmir Institute of 
Medical Sciences, Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural Sciences 
and University of Kashmir. The communities in KNoor are as follows: 
• SHER-E-KASHMIR INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL 
SCIENCES(SRINAGAR) 
Sub-communities within this community 
o Conference Papers and Proceedings 
o Research Papers 
o Theses and Dissertations 
• SHER-E-KASHMIR UNIVERSITY OF AGRICULTURAL 
SCIENCES (SRINAGAR) 
Sub-communities within this community 
o Conference Papers and Proceedings 
o Research Papers 
o Theses and Dissertations 
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• UNIVERSITY OF KASHMIR (SRINAGAR) 
Sub-communities within this community 
o Conference Papers and Proceedings 
o Research Papers 
o Theses and Dissertations 
> Number of documents deposited 
According to DOAR, number of documents deposited till 23.8.2011 are 
about 458. 
> Software used 
Dspace digital library software is used by this repository for the 
preservation of material. 
> Subject coverage 
This repository is subject oriented in nature. This repository is subjected 
to Agricultural Sciences and Medical Sciences only. It includes all 
research papers, conference proceedings and thesis and dissertations of 
M.Sc, MD/MS, M.Phil and PhD students. 
> Search Facility provided to users 
There are many search options provided for the assistance of the users. 
They are by author, title, subject and by date. Advanced search option is 
also available to search the whole repository. 
> Language of the documents 
The languages of the material deposited in this repository are English, 
Hindi, Arabic, Persian and Kashmiri. 
> Full text or Abstract 
Full text of every document is provided by this repository. Although 
abstract is always attached to it. 
> Registration 
User registration is not required for the accessing of the documents. 
> Open repository or in- house repository 
This is an open access repository, people all over the world can access it. 
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http://dspace.nehu.ac.in/ 
NORTH-EASTERN HILL UNIVERSITY 
NEHU INSTITUTIONAL REPOSITORY 
> Authority 
This institutional repository is created and regulated by North-Eastem 
Hill University, Shillong, Meghalaya. It is a central university and it is 
funded by Government of India. 
> Website address 
The website address of the NEHU institutional Repository is 
http://dspace.nehu.ac.in 
> Direct Link 
There is no direct link fr-om university library's webpage to its 
institutional repository. 
> Types of documents available 
NEHU institutional repository capture, preserves and disseminate 
Administrative documents, NEHU journals and all PhD thesis of all 
Departments of North-Eastem Hill University. The communities in this 
repository are as follows: 
• Administrative Documents 
• Central Library 
Collections in this community 
o North East Book Collection 
*X* Centre for Adult and Continuing Education 
• Centre for Cultural and Creative Studies 
• Centre for Science Education 
• Department of Anthropology 
*t* Department of Basic Sciences and Social Sciences 
• Department of Biochemistry 
• Department of Biotechnology and Bioinformatics 
••• Department of Botany 
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• Department of Centre for Applied Statistics 
• Department of Chemistry 
• Department of Commerce 
• Department of Computer Center 
• Department of Distance Education 
<* Department of Economics 
*> Department of Education 
*l* Department of Electronics and Communication Engineering 
(ECE) 
*> Department of English 
• Department of Geography 
• Department of History 
• Department of Information Technology 
*t* Department of Khasi 
<* Department of Library & Information Science 
• Department of Linguistics 
*l* Department of Mathematics 
• Department of Philosophy 
• Department of Physics 
*l* Departmentof Political Science 
• Department of Sociology 
*> Department of Sophisticated Analytical Instrumentation 
Facility (SAIF) 
*l* Department of Statistics 
• Department of 2k>oIogy 
*l* Environmental Science Department 
<• Examination Question Papers 
• NEHU 
• NEHU journal 
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• NEHU, Tura Campus 
Collections in this community 
o Department of Garo 
> Number of documents deposited 
According to DOAR, number of documents deposited till 13.7.2011 are 
about 2230. 
> Software used 
Dspace digital library software is used by this repository for the 
preservation of material. 
> Subject coverage 
This repository is multidisciplinary in nature. This repository is subjected 
to Social Sciences, Humanities, Environmental Sciences and Sciences. 
> Search Facility provided to users 
There are many search options provided for the assistance of the users. 
They are by author, title, subject and by date. Advanced search option is 
also available to search the whole repository. 
> Language of the documents 
The language of the material deposited in this repository is English. 
> Full text or Abstract 
Full text of every document is provided by this repository. Although 
abstract is always attached to it. 
> Registration 
User registration is not required for the accessing of the documents. 
> Open repository or in- house repository 
This is an open access repository, people all over the world can access it. 
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 
Academic libraries are a group that can make major contributions in the 
deployment and content recruitment of institutional repositories as they 
are becoming involved in managing electronic scholarly products and 
participating in the evolving scholarly communication process. The 
primary reason for establishing institutional repositories is to increase the 
visibility of institution's research output by making it open access. The 
capture and preservation of university's intellectual output can serve as a 
tangible indicator of the institution's quality, which in turn contributes to 
its visibility, prestige and public value. 
Universities all over the world have established institutional repositories 
of intellectual materials bom within the institution. These institutional 
repositories not only act as a repository to published materials but are 
valuable as an asset to digital content of local materials. In developing 
countries mainly, financial resources are a barrier to wider access to 
published scholarly information. Local digital content found in printed 
journals and conference proceedings that are available only at that 
particular institution from where it originates. This lack of accessibility 
has somewhat become a barrier to access and cite local research. But 
now, institutional repository has made it possible to cope up with this 
barrier and access to information is now possible. IR initiatives overcome 
the price as an access barrier and it connects authors to readers, for 
readers it enlarges the library. 
In this study, we found that Institutional repositories are now becoming 
more and more important for the dissemination of intellectual output of 
an institution. IR adoption in Indian Universities is in its infancy. Only 10 
Indian universities have developed institutional repositories out of a total 
of 322. The study and analysis of the 10 institutional repositories, it is 
found that all IRs have differences in their collection, content type, 
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software, search facility, language and subject coverage. The summary of 
the evaluation of institutional repositories is given below under the 
following headings: 
> AUTHORITY 
Table: 1 shows the names of all the establishing and funding authorities 
under which the institutional repositories are created and maintained 
along with the name of institutional repository attached to it. It is found 
that all four repositories under central universities, two repositories under 
state universities namely Dyuthi CUSAT Digital Repository and 
Vidhyanidhi Digital Repository are ftinded by Government of India and 
four state university repositories are funded by the Government of its own 
state. The term 'repository' is used by 6 institutional repository in its 
name, 2 repositories used the name of the software they are using and 2 
repositories namely Mahatma Gandhi thesis online and Egyankosh are 
using different name of its own choice. 
Name of the 
repository 
Dyuthi CUSAT 
Digital Repository 
Dspace@ggsipu 
Vidhyanidhi Digital 
Repository 
Establishing Authority 
Cochin University of 
Science and Technology 
(CUSAT) 
Guru Govind Singh 
Indraprastha University 
(GGSIPU) 
University of Mysore 
(UOM) 
Funding Agency 
Department of 
Scientific and Industrial 
Research, Government 
of India 
Government of NCT, 
Delhi 
NISSAT, DSIR, Ford 
foundation and 
Microsoft India 
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Mahatma Gandhi 
Theses OnHne 
Wbsu Digital 
Repository 
Centre for 
Knowledge 
Repository 
Egyankosh 
Dspace@University 
of Delhi 
Knowledge 
Repository Open 
Network 
NEHU Institutional 
Repository 
Mahatma Gandhi 
University (MGU) 
West Bengal State 
University (WBSU) 
Bharathidasan 
University (BDU) 
Indira Gandhi National 
Open University 
(IGNOU) 
University of Delhi 
(DU) 
University of Kashmir 
(UOK) 
North Eastern Hill 
University (NEHU) 
Government of Kerala 
Government of West 
Bengal 
Government of Tamil 
Nadu 
Government of India 
Department of 
Information 
Technology, 
Government of India 
Government of India 
Government of India 
Table 1: Authority 
> Website Address 
Table: 2 shows the website address of all the institutional repositories so 
that users can get easy access to it. Website addresses of these 
repositories enable the users to get direct access to it without using the 
search engines. 
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Name of the Repository 
Dyuthi CUSAT Digital 
Repository 
Dspace@ggsipu 
Vidhyanidhi Digital 
Repository 
Mahatma Gandhi Theses 
Online 
Wbsu Digital Repository 
Centre for Knowledge 
Repository 
Egyankosh 
Dspace@University of 
Delhi 
Knowledge Repository 
Open Network 
Nehu Institutional 
Repository 
Website Address 
http://dyuthi.cusat.ac.in/xmlui 
http://14.139.60.216:8080/xmlui 
http://dspace.vidyanidhi.org.in:8080/dspace/ 
http ://www.mgutheses .org 
http://dspace.wbsub.ac.in:8080/jspui/ 
http://www.bdu.ac.in/about-ckr/ 
http://www.egyankosh.ac.in/mydspace 
http://library.du.ac.in/dspace/ 
http://dspaces.uok.edu.in:8080/dspace/ 
http://dspace.nehu.ac.in 
Table 2: Website Address 
> Direct Link 
The search began with an investigation of the university's library 
homepage for a direct link to IR. A clear direct link is the first step 
towards visibility of a service. These IRs have placed links on the 
university library homepage, mainly below the Institutional repository 
heading. Table: 3 shows that 4 repositories has direct link from its 
university library homepage whereas 6 repositories do not have any 
direct link so the users should know the exact web address of the 
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institutional repository or may take help of search engines to find the 
repository. In this way, users have to wait a little in this search. It is 
concluded that 4 repositories out of 10 are user friendly in nature. 
Name of the Repository 
Dyuthi CUSAT Digital Repository 
Dspace@ggsipu 
Vidhyanidhi Digital Repository 
Mahatma Gandhi Theses Online 
Wbsu Digital Repository 
Centre for Knowledge Repository 
Egyankosh 
Dspace@University of Delhi 
Knowledge Repository Open Network 
Nehu Institutional Repository 
Direct 
Link 
V 
v 
X 
V 
X 
V 
X 
X 
X 
X 
Indirect 
Link 
X 
X 
V 
X 
>/ 
X 
V 
V 
V 
V 
Table 3: Direct link 
> Types of Documents 
Document types in Institutional repositories vary significantly and 
comprise among textual, graphical, photographical, audio-visual and 
multimedia documents. The documents most commonly available in 
Indian institutional repositories are preprints, unpublished as well as peer-
reviewed articles, thesis and Dissertations, teaching and learning objects, 
conference proceedings administrative papers, manuscripts faculty, 
scholarly and university publications. Table: 4 shows that 8 institutional 
repositories deposited Electronic Thesis and Dissertations, 4 IRs deposits 
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faculty, scholarly and university publications, 3 IRs deposits teaching 
material, learning material and E- resources like E-books, E-joumals etc. 
and 1 institutional repository deposits audio video material, 
administrative papers, manuscripts preprints and postprints. Then it is 
concluded that electronic thesis and dissertations are most commonly 
available documents and manuscripts, administrative papers, preprints, 
postprints and audio video material are rarely found documents in 
institutional repositories of Indian Universities. 
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> Whether Full Text or only abstract is available 
Some institutional repositories permit users to view and download full 
text documents whereas others permit users to view metadata and 
abstracts only. Researchers always need full text of the documents for 
their research purpose Table: 5 shows that 6 institutional repositories 
provides only full text documents and 4 institutional repositories provide 
full text as well as abstract of the documents. All the institutional 
repositories provide access through metadata. So, it is concluded here that 
all the institutional repositories are giving more emphasis on providing 
full text of the documents which proves helpful for research work. 
Name of 
Repositories 
Dyuthi CUSAT 
Digital Repository 
Dspace@ggsipu 
Vidhyanidhi Digital 
Repository 
Mahatma Gandhi 
Theses Online 
Wbsu Digital 
Repository 
Centre for 
Knowledge 
Repository 
Egyankosh 
Dspace@University 
of Delhi 
Knowledge 
Repository Open 
Network 
Nehu Institutional 
Repository 
Full Text 
X 
X 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
X 
X 
Full Text and 
Abstract 
V 
V 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
V 
V 
Metadata 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
Table 5: Whether Full Text or only Abstract is available 
95 
> Number of Documents 
Documents available in institutional repositories are many a time 
distributed across different communities or departments within the 
institution. Number of documents available in the repository shows the 
growth of that repository in terms of documents. Table: 6 shows that 
Egyankosh has highest number of documents (6190), followed by 
Vidhyanidhi digital repository (5480), centre for knowledge repository 
(5000), NEHU Institutional repository (2230), Dyuthi CUSAT digital 
repository (1574), Mahatma Gandhi thesis online (1000), 
Dspace@university of Delhi (652), Knowledge repository open network 
(458), Dspace@ggsipu (133) and Wbsu digital repository (120). 
Name of Repositories 
Dyuthi CUSAT Digital Repository 
Dspace@ggsipu 
Vidhyanidhi Digital Repository 
Mahatma Gandhi Theses Online 
Wbsu Digital Repository 
Centre for Knowledge Repository 
Egyankosh 
Dspace(^University of Delhi 
Knowledge Repository Open 
Network 
Nehu Institutional Repository 
Number of Documents available 
1574 
133 
5480 
1000 
120 
5000 
6190 
652 
458 
2230 
Table 6: Number of Documents 
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> Software used 
Institutional repositories in India are using open source software like 
Greenstone Digital library software, Dspace and so on. Using Dspace self 
archiving of document is possible after usual peer review process. This 
saves the time of information professionals for metadata creation. These 
software efficiently organize metadata of documents, maintaining 
international metadata standards. Metadata helps in representing a 
document from the database. Table: 7 shows that 8 institutional 
repositories are using Dspace as the implementing software, Centre for 
knowledge repository and Mahatma Gandhi thesis online are using 
Greenstone Digital library software and Nitya d'arch engine respectively. 
After the analysis of software used for IRs, it is concluded that Dspace is 
the most commonly used software in Indian universities. 
Name of 
Repositories 
Dyuthi CUSAT 
Digital Repository 
Dspace@ggsipu 
Vidhyanidhi Digital 
Repository 
Mahatma Gandhi 
Theses Online 
Wbsu Digital 
Repository 
Centre for 
Knowledge 
Repository 
Egyankosh 
Dspace@University 
of Delhi 
Knowledge 
Repository Open 
Network 
Nehu Institutional 
Repository 
Dspace 
V 
v 
V 
X 
V 
X 
V 
V 
V 
Yes 
Greenstone 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
>/ 
X 
X 
X 
No 
Other 
X 
X 
X 
V 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
Table 7: Software used 
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> Subject Coverage 
Institutional repositories may be multidisciplinary or subject-oriented. 
Subject oriented institutional repositories are few in number, where 
scliolars of a particular subject can contribute their documents. Dyuthi 
CUSAT digital repository and Knowledge repository open network are 
subject oriented repository that provide access to Science & Technology 
and Health & Medicine respectively. As stated in Table: 8, out of 10, 8 
institutional repositories are multidisciplinary in nature. Majority of 
institutional repositories in Indian universities are multidisciplinary in 
nature. 
Name of Repositories 
Dyuthi CUSAT Digital 
Repository 
Dspace@ggsipu 
Vidhyanidhi Digital 
Repository 
Mahatma Gandhi Theses 
Online 
Wbsu Digital Repository 
Centre for Knowledge 
Repository 
Egyankosh 
Dspace@University of Delhi 
Knowledge Repository Open 
Network 
Nehu Institutional Repository 
Subject 
Oriented 
V 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
V 
X 
Multidisciplinary 
X 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
>/ 
V 
X 
V 
Table 8: Subject Coverage 
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> Registration required or not for accessing 
Institutional repositories may or may not require registration for 
accessing the collection. No registration facilitates the user while 
accessing by saving the time taken for Login to the repository, as 
registration requires E-mail address and password of the user. There is 
also a risk of forgetting the password. Table: 9 shows that 7 repositories 
do not require user registration and 3 repositories requires user 
registration for accessing. It is concluded that majority of Institutional 
repositories are user friendly in nature as registration not required. 
Name of Repositories 
Dyuthi CUSAT Digital 
Repository 
Dspace@ggsipu 
Vidhyanidhi Digital 
Repository 
Mahatma Gandhi 
Theses Online 
Wbsu Digital 
Repository 
Centre for Knowledge 
Repository 
Egyankosh 
Dspace@University of 
Delhi 
Knowledge Repository 
Open Network 
Nehu Institutional 
Repository 
Registration 
Required 
V 
V 
X 
X 
X 
X 
V 
X 
X 
X 
Registration Not 
Required 
X 
X 
V 
V 
V 
V 
X 
V 
V 
V 
Table 9: Registration required or not for accessing 
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> Search Facilities Provided by IR 
Search options facilitates the user in finding the relevant document. It 
makes the search easy for the user. Simple search and advanced search is 
provided by the institutional repositories. Simple search includes search 
by author, title, subject and issue date. Table: 10 shows that all 
institutional repositories provide the search by author and title, 8 
repositories are providing search by subject, followed by issue date 
search used by 4 repositories and search by scholar and university name 
is provided by only 1 repository. Advanced search is provided by all the 
institutional repositories to its users. Search by author and title seems to 
be the preferred method. Vidhyanidhi and Mahatma Gandhi thesis online 
includes search by name of university and scholar respectively. 
Name of 
Repositories 
Dyuthi CUSAT 
Digital 
Repository 
Dspace@ggsipu 
Vidhyanidhi 
Digital 
Repository 
Mahatma 
Gandhi Theses 
Online 
Wbsu Digital 
Repository 
Centre for 
Knowledge 
Repository 
Egyankosh 
Dspace@Univer 
sity of Delhi 
Knowledge 
Repository 
Open Network 
Nehu 
Institutional 
Repository 
By 
Author 
>/ 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
By Title 
>/ 
V 
V 
V 
V 
>/ 
V 
V 
V 
V 
By 
Subject 
>/ 
V 
V 
X 
V 
V 
X 
V 
V 
V 
By 
Issue 
Date 
X 
X 
X 
X 
V 
X 
X 
V 
V 
V 
By 
Advanc 
ed 
Search 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
By 
Univers 
ity 
X 
X 
V 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
By 
Name 
of 
Scholar 
X 
X 
X 
V 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
Table 10: Search facilities provided by IR 
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> Language of the documents 
Documents in the repository are in different languages or may be in one 
language. Table: 11 shows that English is the most prominent language 
used by all institutional repositories, followed by Hindi used by 6 
institutional repositories and 5 institutional repositories used the regional 
languages like Kashmiri, Kannada, Bengali, Malayalam and other 
language like Sanskrit. 
Name of Repositories 
Dyuthi CUSAT 
Digital Repository 
Dspace@ggsipu 
Vidhyanidhi Digital 
Repository 
Mahatma Gandhi 
Theses Online 
Wbsu Digital 
Repository 
Centre for Knowledge 
Repository 
Egyankosh 
Dspace@University of 
Delhi 
Knowledge 
Repository Open 
Network 
Nehu Institutional 
Repository 
English 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
Hindi 
X 
X 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
X 
V 
X 
Other 
languages 
V 
X 
V 
V 
V 
V 
X 
X 
X 
X 
Table 11: Language of the documents 
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> Open Repository or In house Repository 
The institutional repositories, if available in Internet, can be accessible 
throughout the world and if available in intranet, can be accessible only 
throughout the campus of the university. Table 12. shows that out of 10, 9 
institutional repositories can be accessed worldwide through internet and 
1 institutional repository is In-house repository i.e accessed within the 
campus of the university through intranet. 
Name of Repositories 
Dyuthi CUSAT Digital 
Repository 
Dspace@ggsipu 
Vidhyanidhi Digital 
Repository 
Mahatma Gandhi Theses 
Online 
Wbsu Digital Repository 
Centre for Knowledge 
Repository 
Egyankosh 
Dspace@University of 
Delhi 
Knowledge Repository 
Open Network 
Nehu Institutional 
Repository 
Open access 
repository 
V 
V 
V 
V 
V 
X 
V 
V 
V 
V 
In-house 
repository 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
V 
X 
X 
X 
X 
Table 12: Open Repository or In house Repository 
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To sum up, it is concluded tliat ETDs are the most commonly deposited 
material in institutional repositories. Author, title and advanced search are 
most preferred method for searching. Full text is provided by all 
institutional repositories. Dspace is the most commonly used software for 
the implementation of institutional repositories. Most of institutional 
repositories are multidisciplinary in nature. English is the most prominent 
language used by all institutional repositories, Majority of Institutional 
repositories are open repositories. Most of the repositories are having 
direct link to IR from the university library homepage, registration is not 
required and providing better search facilities, representing that they are 
user friendly institutional repositories. 
CONCLUSION 
The Institutional repositories provide access to research publications and 
other digital documents of respective institutions. The popularity of this 
concept is growing rapidly in the higher educational and research 
institutions to disseminate newly emerged knowledge and expertise. 
When an institution shares its own knowledge resources that not only 
accelerates knowledge generation and scholarly communication process, 
but also increases its visibility across the national and international 
domains. The collection development of an institutional repository is a 
crucial point for its success and its long-term sustainability. Some 
institutional repositories in India have just started its operation. Its 
popularity can be increased through posting in list servers, web search 
engines, metadata harvesting services and publicity campaigns. The 
repositories should be linked from the institution's respective websites. 
Institutional Repositories may include data on ongoing research projects 
as well as completed research projects that will reduce duplication of 
research efforts by other organizations and also save the effort of funding 
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agencies. The works of an individual researcher will get an international 
attention, as the publications would be accessed more through 
institutional repository and will add great value to the collection. This 
factor needs to be assessed on regular basis. 
Towards the end of this study it was realized that there is a need for 
raising awareness within the community about the Institutional 
repositories and encourage wider contribution of content to the 
Institutional repositories. The development is still in early stages, evident 
by the meagre collections, and use of these Institutional repositories have 
not proliferated among the wider audience of scholarly community within 
the university. As a developing country, India has a long way to go, but 
the beginning is promising and it is hoped by studies such as this that the 
institutional repositories direct towards a new way to the upcoming 
researches. 
FUTURE RESEARCH 
> Investigate the perception of users towards the usability and 
efficiency of these institutional repositories 
> Investigate the process of depositing, motivating factors, roles, 
marketing and benefits of an Institutional repository. 
> Investigate the potential role of research scholars in an institutional 
repository. 
> Investigate the development of institutional repositories in India, 
exploring factors affecting the adoption and success of institutional 
repositories. 
> Explore the potential of open access institutional repositories in 
enhancing the global visibility and impact of Indian scholarly 
communication. 
104 
> Investigate how an institutional repository sets up, using open 
source software. 
> Investigate librarian's views concerning their roles in the 
implementation of institutional repositories. 
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